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Sinners makes Oscar history
with record 16 nominations

Agence France-Presse
LOS ANGELES

Vampire period horror
film Sinners, directed by
Ryan Coogler, smashed the
all-time Oscars record with
16 nominations, the Acade-
my announced on Thurs-
day.

The tally included a best
actor nomination for Mi-
chael B. Jordan, plus eve-
rything from screenplay to
score.

One Battle After Another
came in second place with
13 nods including best ac-
tor for Leonardo DiCaprio
and best director for Paul
Thomas Anderson.

Guillermo del Toro’s
monster epic Franken-
stein, Timothee Chalamet-
led ping-pong drama Mar-
ty Supreme and Norwegian
arthouse favourite Senti-
mental Value each bagged
nine nominations.

Chloe Zhao’s Hamnet, a
period drama in which
William Shakespeare and
his wife struggle to cope
with the loss of their son,
secured eight nomina-
tions, including best ac-
tress for Jessie Buckley.

SRCRET ACENTY

Absolute cinema: Combination of images show promotional art
for Oscar nominees for best picture. AP

The 98th Academy
Awards will take place on
March 15 in Los Angeles.

Excellence in acting

Mr. DiCaprio, Mr. Chala-
met and Mr. Jordan will
battle for the best actor Os-
car, along with Ethan
Hawke for Broadway pe-
riod drama Blue Moon and
Wagner Moura from Brazi-
lian political thriller The
Secret Agent.

For best actress, Ms.
Buckley will compete with
Emma Stone in conspiracy
theorist drama Bugonia,
Renate Reinsve in Senti-
mental Value, Kate Hudson
in quirky music biopic
Song Sung Blue, and Rose

Byrne as a struggling mom
in indie hit If I Had Legs I'd
Kick You.

But Persian-language
Palme d’Or winner It Was
Just An Accident missed
out in the top category,
and will compete for best
international film, along
with Spain’s nomadic hip-
pie odyssey Sirat and
heart-wrenching Palesti-
nian docudrama The Voice
of Hind Rajab.

The 10 films nominated
for best picture are Bugo-
nia, FIl, Frankenstein,
Hamnet, Marty Supreme,
One Battle After Another,
The Secret Agent, Senti-
mental Value, Sinners and
Train Dreams.

Sinners makes Oscar history with record 16 nominations

R =t 3 RS 16 AMHTHA & AIY 3MTH sfagry I=n

e Vampire period horror film Sinners, directed by Ryan Coogler, smashed the all-time Oscars
record with 16 nominations, the Academy announced on
Thursday.

awtﬂﬂ'qgmﬁv_c’q&nners IEREIREEHE] Ryan Coogler
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e The tally included a best actor nomination for Michael B.
Jordan, plus everything from screenplay to score.

BRI ﬁ?ﬁ H Michael B. Jordan 371%‘112 qa‘érg SfHAT AR
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¢ One Battle After Another came in second place with 13 nods including best actor for
Leonardo DiCaprio and best director for Paul Thomas Anderson.
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e Guillermo del Toro’s Frankenstein, Timothee Chalamet-led ping-pong drama Marty
Supreme and Norwegian arthouse favourite Sentimental Value each bagged nine
nominations.

Guillermo del Toro ®! Frankenstein, Timothee Chalamet {3 fUT-gin STHT Marty
Supreme 3R Ardtora mqﬂaﬁa Sentimental Value &1 Y-t ATATHA 7|

o Chloe Zhao’s Hamnet, a period drama in which William Shakespeare and his wife struggle
to cope with the loss of their son, secured eight nominations, including best actress for
Jessie Buckley.

Chloe Zhao ﬁﬁrﬁ"ﬂ—s’ e Hamnet, fS9d william Shakespeare 3R 3! Udl 9 Hi
H@@Wﬁ@ﬁ% ﬁmwﬁﬁ, %Fﬂ-llJessm Buckley%%ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂ SfIFE oft

MAA &
e The 98th Academy Awards will take place on March 15 in Los Angeles.
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Excellence in acting
S § Iepwr
o Mr. DiCaprio, Mr. Chalamet and Mr. Jordan will battle for the best actor Oscar, along with
Ethan Hawke for Broadway period drama Blue Moon and Wagner Moura from Brazilian
political thriller The Secret Agent.

Leonardo DiCaprio, Timothee Chalamet 3R Michael B. Jordan & st ﬂifag KRG
3TepY 31 gfaegyf e f, SR Ethan Hawke (5T8d TiRTS ST Blue Moon) 3R sTefiferars
ISHide fITR The Secret Agent & Wagner Moura ot 2t €1

o For best actress, Ms. Buckley will compete with Emma Stone in conspiracy theorist drama
Bugonia, Renate Reinsve in Sentimental Value, Kate Hudson in quirky music biopic Song
Sung Blue, and Rose Byrne as a struggling mom in indie hit If | Had Legs I'd Kick You.
qagy i & foTT Jessie Buckley P! Tdh Emma Stone (El?,ﬂ'ﬁ?liﬁﬂ gl Bugoni:%%
Renate Reinsve (Sentimental Value), Kate Hudson (ﬂ'?ﬂaa@m Song Sung Blue)
$381 f32 If I Had Legs I'd Kick You T TgsRd At &t YffieT 4T aTell Rose Byrne ¥ 81fT

e But Persian-language Palme d’Or winner It Was Just An Accident missed out in the top
category, and will compete for best international film, along with Spain’s nomadic hippie
odyssey Sirat and heart-wrenching Palestinian docudrama The Voice of Hind Rajab.

AfdsT BRI UTST BF Palme d’Or faSiaTl fhed It Was Just An Accident 2fief 9uft § S8 gt
S F1 3R 3fd WA ARG e o forg W 3t goieg feult oifswht sirat 3R HiaHTHS
fopfereciit STG'«‘E'I’HT The Voice of Hind Rajab & 1y vfaet Bt

o The 10 films nominated for best picture are Bugonia, F1, Frankenstein, Hamnet, Marty
Supreme, One Battle After Another, The Secret Agent, Sentlmental Value, Sinners and
Train Dreams.

'\‘Iﬁ‘%ﬁﬁ?% fore AmHifeed 10 ﬁm?r%— Bugonia, F1, Frankenstein, Hamnet, Marty
Supreme, One Battle After Another, The Secret Agent, Sentimental Value, Sinners
Train Dreams |
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1. | A conversation on Periyar’s contributions to the anti-caste struggle and
Vaikom Satyagraha
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Cultural outreach: An artist performs Theyyam, a
ritual art form of northern Kerala, during an event
in Bengaluru on Thursday.

A conversation on Periyar’s contributions to
the anti-caste struggle and Vaikom Satyagraha

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

Periyar and other reformist
leaders like him played a pi-
votal role in the struggle
against untouchability after
they were outraged by the
caste-based discrimination
that they saw in Tamil Na-
du and Kerala, author and
Chairperson of The Hindu
Group Nirmala Lakshman
said on Thursday.

Ms. Lakshman, during a
session on the inaugural
day of the Kerala Literature
Festival on Kozhikode
Beach, recalled Periyar’s
(EV. Ramasamy) visit to
Kerala. “Whether it was in
Tamil Nadu or in Kerala
where upper castes took

Nirmala Lakshman, author and chairperson of The Hindu Group, in
conversation with DMK MP Thamizhachi Thangapandian. K. RAGESH

over places such as tem-
ples, and in fact here in
Kerala I think near the Vai-
kom temple, certain castes
were not allowed,” she
said. “Only higher castes
were allowed to use the
streets around the temple
and this was an outrage ob-
viously to Periyar and other

reformists like him. He
came here and through the
first non-violent struggle
there was an overlap bet-
ween the Dravidian move-
ment and this at that point.
But subsequently the Dra-
vidian movement was very
strongly informed of the
need to address these caste

issues and I think that be-
came one of his primary
agendas,” she said.

“Caste becomes deeply
entrenched with each suc-
ceeding generation, but in-
itially it had to do with the
professions that you prac-
tised, but subsequently the
rigidity set in from even the
Pallava Age and it came to
the point that discrimina-
tion was deeply en-
trenched,” she said during
her conversation with poet
and DMK MP Thamizhachi
Thangapandian that
touched on the Vaikom Sa-
tyagraha.

“I think ideologues and
reformers like Periyar were
very, very instrumental in
where the national move-

ment was going on, the
Gandhian struggle was go-
ing on,” said Ms. Laksh-
man, author of The Tamils:
A Portrait of a Community.

Ms. Lakshman also
spoke of how early Tamils
understood the relation-
ship between inner life and
public life. “I think one of
the cardinal principles of
ancient Tamils was, as
[K.A.] Nilakanta Sastri, the
historian, said was a joyous
faith in good living,” she
said. “Aham is the inner life
and puram is the outer life.
So whether it is to do with
love or grief, all of it flows
into the outside landscape.
I think that is one of the
cornerstones of Sangam

poetry.”

A conversation on Periyar’s contributions to the anti-caste struggle and
Vaikom Satyagraha

RaR & sfa-faRieh Tod ik 9 IamE & I e R U did<id

e Periyar and other reformist leaders like him played a pivotal role in the struggle against

untouchability after they were outraged by the caste-based discrimination that they saw in
Tamil Nadu and Kerala, author and Chairperson of The Hindu Group Nirmala Lakshman

said on Thursday.
ARawT SR g g Tqg o1 sreae fordar deavr = AR & Hel o IR ok 39d o 3=

GURATE! Adreit 7 afferrg SR a6 U AId-UTRT HGUTT T SThITRIT gihR
ST & FaaTs Fous H qgayu! YffeT v

Ms. Lakshman, during a session on the inaugural day of the Kerala Literature Festival on
Kozhikode Beach, recalled Periyar’s (E.V. Ramasamy) visit to Kerala.

PIfFPIS T W RIS PIat e Helead & Igule 3oy & T T & GRH G2 dequr
3 iR & &, Imrard) o R g @1 T fean)

“Whether it was in Tamil Nadu or in Kerala where upper castes took over places such as
temples, and in fact here in Kerala | think near the Vaikom temple, certain castes were not

allowed,” she said.
IBH HET, “ITe AfHTTg 81 A1 B, TT61 Gl onifardl A HGRT S R TR FHaatl & fora o,
3R IRdd § el Ixd A dH1W AR & U $o oot & SrgHfa 7et o1

“Only higher castes were allowed to use the streets around the temple and this was an
outrage obviously to Periyar and other reformists like him.
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“TfeR & MU B TSh! BT SUTNT Had Sl Sl ! HRA 13T ST AT 3R I o1 WP
¥ T IR R ITF o o7 QURATT! & I SmpRee R

e He came here and through the first non-violent struggle there was an overlap between the
Dravidian movement and this at that point.
d g MY 3R Uga Sifgres Ted & A1 @ 39 999 wfas siigia ok 39 Tu¥ & ol th
BEIBIGIGICET!

o But subsequently the Dravidian movement was very strongly informed of the need to
address these caste issues and | think that became one of his primary agendas,” she said.

Qfp a1 T gfas Sfigas 3 SfaTd Tel &1 FalfUd B $I SaRgdHdl J TeRTs & URd gafl
3R i T | fob U8 37 U Tolel § ¥ U & 71, S8i- el

o “Caste becomes deeply entrenched with each succeeding generation, but initially it had to do
with the professions that you practised, but subsequently the rigidity set in from even the
Pallava Age and it came to the point that discrimination was deeply entrenched,” she said
during her conversation with poet and DMK MP Thamizhachi Thangapandian that touched
on the Vaikom Satyagraha.
I B 3R eHP Fi¥e afHEm FMUifEaT & Iy I & SR el e aeH
IATIE R =i gs, o wifal Uds Uil & T1 TeRTS § oS SN T2, gTailids o3H1d § g o=l
@qa‘hﬁ AP a1E T Ueerd BT § € HORET 31 TS 3R NIHIE TevTE A R 81 T

¢ ‘I think ideologues and reformers like Periyar were very, very instrumental in where the
national movement was going on, the Gandhian struggle was going on,” said Ms.
Lakshman, author of The Tamils: A Portrait of a Community.
< afired: TUide 3Tt T Hgf1dt &t dfadT gt a&Au A Sel, “ol ol § fob AR o
ﬁwﬁ?ﬁmwwaa@v@umsﬁ?mmmﬁmww

e Ms. Lakshman also spoke of how early Tamils understood the relationship between inner life
and public life.

I dequr A g off garn o uRfYe aftrat 3 eiiafe siaw sik ardw=e sitas & ddy &
ERREE

¢ ‘| think one of the cardinal principles of ancient Tamils was, as [K.A.] Nilakanta Sastri, the
historian, said it was a% yous faith in good living,” she said.

I Pel, "R T © 1o W aftre % U Rigidl & 9t o, 391 b SRENeR 3.0
Wi e =M 2 HET, 3 Silad § 3fHayu Ay 1
e “Aham is the inner life and puram is the outer life.
“3GH TR Siia g 3R TRA et Sfia g |
¢ So whether it is to do with love or grief, all of it flows into the outside landscape.
TR 918 98 U B 1 R, I8 T aTe<) URewd # varied gar g

e | think that is one of the cornerstones of Sangam poetry.”

o I & b Tt S wfaar &t snuRfRrarns & 9 e g1
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India must eschew temptation to be
a part of Trump’s peace board
l ndia, on Thursday, skipped the U.S. Presi-

dent Donald Trump-led “Board of Peace
(BoP)” charter announcement held in Da-
vos, although the government is said to be still
discussing the invitation to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to join it. The BoP is part of the Trump
administration’s Phase 2 of the Gaza Peace Pro-
posal, which is also meant to help resolve the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict through talks on a two-
state solution. This was cleared unanimously by
the UN Security Council (Russia and China ab-
stained) in November 2025 after an Israel-Hamas
ceasefire. There are some reasons for India to se-
riously consider joining the BoP, as about 20
countries already have. India has been a princi-
pled supporter of the Palestinian cause, and a
consistent provider of humanitarian assistance,
and this could be an opportunity to help the bru-
talised Palestinian population. The decision by
the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Israel and Tiirkiye, to join
may put pressure on the Modi government. The
rupture in U.S.-India ties and fragility of trade ne-
gotiations maybe another cause not to rebuff Mr.
Trump’s invitation now, as it may invoke his ire.
Neither pragmatism nor principle dictates tak-
ing such a decision in haste, however, and a coun-
try of India’s standing cannot act based on the
fear of missing out on a position of influence, or
punishment by the U.S. Even though the UN has
backed the U.S’s original plans, the BoP’s latest
structure and mandate appear to have been un-
ilaterally altered — it does not actually mention
Gaza, according to leaked versions of the charter.
Mr. Trump has appointed himself as chairman,
with friends and family on the executive board,
and the charter proposes to extend the BoP to
other conflict-resolution ventures, suggesting
that it would seek to supplant the UN. Second,
while the board will appoint Palestinian technical
experts, it does not include the Palestinian lea-
dership, an affront to countries that have recog-
nised Palestine. That Mr. Netanyahu, accused of
genocide by UN agencies should be included, but
not the Palestinian President, adds to that injus-
tice. For India, Pakistan’s decision to join the
board is a red flag, particularly if Mr. Trump de-
cides to include the Kashmir dispute to the BoP’s
peace plans. The BoP’s 2-tier membership, offer-
ing “permanent” membership for a “fee” of one
billion dollars is another red flag. It would also be
difficult for India to cavil at its troops joining the
International Stabilization Force, a non-UN initia-
tive. Without clarity, members will only be rub-
ber stamps to Mr. Trump’s arbitrary and often il-
legitimate diktats on the future of Palestine. New
" Delhi must continue to consult partners on the
best way forward, particularly the Palestinians,
even as it keeps its own independent counsel.
Above all, India must listen to its own conscience.

A piece of board

918 1P fgm

¢ India, on Thursday, skipped the U.S. President Donald
Trump-led “Board of Peace (BoP)” charter announcement
held in Davos, although the government is said to be still
discussing the invitation to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
join it.

YR A ¥R $I gIard | smaiford sfvet Igafa sires ¢u

& A dTet “dIS 3T G (BoP)” & T1CY &I Iyun & uqua"f
& a0 W o ot =l 3t BRI

e The BoP is part of the Trump administration’s Phase 2 of
the Gaza Peace Proposal, which is also meant to help resolve
the Israel-Palestine conflict through talks on a two-state
solution.

BoP, U URITHH 3} T Sifd YRTd & 90T 2 1 R 3,
a1 I2T S-ITsT [HTYTH W SIaaid P H1eH & IS -
fipferedtsr wad &1 80 o3 & Aag s i gl

¢ This was cleared unanimously by the UN Security Council
(Russia and China abstained) in November 2025 after an
Israel-Hamas ceasefire.

U SORTSA-SHTH HUHIARTH & d1¢ TdaR 2025 T 4
TR UG gRT Jagqmfd I HeRl &1 75, a9
TG | URed (b

e There are some reasons for India to seriously consider
joining the BoP, as about 20 countries already have.
YR o o1 BoP H XM g4 IR TR ¥ faR a1 & 8
BRI g, Rl TRTHT 20 ST U5l 81 399 MG I 5|

¢ India has been a principled supporter of the Palestinian
cause, and a consistent provider of humanitarian
assistance, and this could be an opportunity to help the
brutalised Palestinian population.

YR o=t e, o1 Hsifad qud® 3R Adr ggrr
T AR Uerar 381 8, 3R I8 Nifsa fpferet= smerd) o Aeg
BT TSP IR 51 Gbdl 5|
e The decision by the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Israel and Tuirkiye
to join may put pressure on the Modi government.
, G&Hd! 3R, 39RI3d 3R gfhd & Wit gn & Fofg @
WHR R &a1G U 9HdT & |
e The rupture in U.S.-India ties and fragility of trade
negotiations may be another cause not to rebuff Mr. Trump’s
invitation now, as it may invoke his ire.

SAN®T- YR Tael d G SR SR aratsi & s ot
9 9 ft €U & T &) gaRH | S &1 Th RO G
bl 8, T 3T AT AV ITH 81 bl g

¢ Even though the UN has backed the U.S.’s original plans,
the BoP’s latest structure and mandate appear to have been
unilaterally altered — it does not actually mention Gaza,
accordlng to Ieaked verswns of the charter.

SAfY®T Bt ga arerel &1 wHdA fFar g,
Wsopﬁ%wmaﬁ?mﬁmmwﬁ
ST 4T Uiid BIdT & — e §U TR HEPRUIN & AR 399
IRAd § ST BT I el g
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Mr. Trump has appointed himself as chairman, with friends and family on the
executive board, and the charter proposes to extend the BoP to other conflict-
resolution ventures, suggesting that it would seek to supplant the UN.
ot 57 3 o0 ) rvmer Pgad T 8, prder) a1 A Rl 3k uRkar &) 2 e
T B, 3R AR BoP I 37 HUY-THTUT Ugd! adb favdliNd B3 Pl Tld Bl 6,
oY I8 Tl AT § b a5 HYad AP T RIF A BT T BT
Second, while the board will appoint Palestinian technical experts, it does not
include the Palestinian leadership, an affront to countries that have recognised
Palestine.
G, Tdfd S1S fipferedt-t aw-te! faxiugl & Fyfad o, sad feferad=i Aqa
%ﬁﬁnﬁraﬁﬁmw% Sl fip Tt 3t Ar=aar 47 arat 4=M & e SuHers

I
That Mr. Netanyahu, accused of genocide by UN agencies, should be included,
but not the Palestinian President, adds to that injustice.
gg qX fob Aga MY TR §RT TRIFR & SRIGT BT FHAT R 6 4 AdATg B
wﬁa%mw%%ﬁ?mmﬁraﬁmﬁ 37 3T P! 3R TGI8
For India, Pakistan’s decision to join the board is a red flag, particularly if Mr.
Trump decides to include the Kashmir dispute in the BoP’s peace plans.
YRA & forg, wifehwar &1 91 # =nfdra 14 &1 fAvfa 1o darasit |@abd g, fasivas
g oft Eu BoP Pt =Mifa Tier1ait & HIUR faarg &1 nfird =7 &1 Fofa ad €
The BoP’s 2-tier membership, offering “permanent” membership for a “fee” of
one billion dollars, is another red flag.
BoP 1 gI-Ta Hewdl, S U 3RE STeR 3t “BI W “WITA Al D!
O[T 1 715 &, Th 3R AaTa-t Habd ¢ |
It would also be difficult for India to cavil at its troops joining the International
Stabilization Force, a non-UN initiative.
YR & o 3o AT o af e ga, & 5 te Rgua wga s, §
QM B OR SHTafxy starr ot Euil

Without clarity, members will only be rubber stamps to Mr. Trump’s arbitrary and
often illegitimate diktats on the future of Palestine.

Tl & UG §, I Had fhferd= & Hfas R ft du & 790 SR SR
Y TSN HT Yieh=T ARAA TR 3G M|

New Delhi must continue to consult partners on the best way forward, particularly
the Palestinians, even as it keeps its own independent counsel.

TS fawel & M & Faiad I W), fAve: feferdif~al & 9y, agiert 9
TRTAR SR} RaT1 AT, TN & 3u-t [gad Jarg Ht 9978 W@+ =nfeul
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BRICS India summit needs a green and resilient agenda
Vias

India this year. Having hosted the G-20

(2023), infrastructure and organisational
processes are in place, but India must quickly
hone in on the Summit’s focus. This should
obviously resonate with India and BRICS, but
critically be an issue that is of vital importance for
the Global South.

Given its vastly increased vulnerabilities to
climate change, resilience is a top priority for the
South, and also underscores India’s and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s global leadership on an
inclusive green agenda.

T he next BRICS Summit will be held in

Need for a stabilising force

In the Trump polar world, collaborative
multilateralism is under immense stress, with
climate change being particularly singled out by
the United States and being called a hoax along
with a visible push for more fossil fuel use. The
Donald Trump administration has said that it will
withdraw the U.S. from 66 international
organisations, which includes the India-helmed
International Solar Alliance. In fact, the U.S.
stayed away from the COP30 in Belém, Brazil, in
November 2025 — something that possibly
ensured a continuation of the COP process. With
the Europeans, who for long positioned
themselves as climate champions, facing
domestic climate fatigue and external national
security priorities, there is a certain space for a
stabilising force for collaborative action on
sustainability and resilience. BRICS can
endeavour towards this.

The acronym, BRICS, however, raises the
hackles of President Trump who thinks that it is
anti-American and an attempt to dislodge the
dollar. Given the vast gamut of India-U.S. ties,
including the imperative of an acceptable trade
deal, staying clear of massive tariffs relating to

Jan

|

EE

is Distinguished
Fellow, TERI, and
former Lead
Negotiator for India at
the United Nations
Framework
Convention on
Climate Change
(UNFCCC)

Shailly Kedia

is Senior Fellow,
TERI, and Curator,
World Sustainable
Development Summit

It is a critical
imperative for
the Global South
and under an
expanded BRICS

Russian oil imports and ensuring a certain
presidential happiness in Washington DC will
certainly need a certain adroitness on the part of
India at the BRICS Summit. Such diplomatic
capacity was on display during the G-20 Summit
in Delhi that saw a successful balancing of global
geopolitics with Indian interests, including
protecting its strategic autonomy through
multi-alignment and leadership of the Global
South.

Climate change is a common concern
At the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), the old grouping of
BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India, China) has
been useful and will continue to have its role but
a larger grouping of major developing country
players may add greater heft. This was seen in
Belém to ensure that the handling of fossil fuels
did not stymie development imperatives of
developing countries. Climate impacts, while
varying in form and intensity, are a common
concern across BRICS, ranging from risks to
infrastructure, health, livelihoods and ecosystems
arising from permafrost thaw, pressures on the
‘Amazon and the Himalayas, and growing
vulnerabilities in coastal and riverine regions. It is
in their own interest to collectively advance a
stronger international agenda on adaptation,
resilience, equity and sustainable development.
This role is further reinforced by several BRICS
members having shouldered responsibility for
steering the global climate process after the Paris
Agreement came into force. Brazil, Egypt and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) have presided over
climate conferences in the post-COVID-19
pandemic period, helping safeguard momentum
on climate action. A BRICS act would also be
useful on a unilateral side-stepping of UNFCCC
principles such as the European Union’s Carbon

BRICS India summit needs a green and resilient agenda

Border Adjustment Mechanism. An opening of a
broader climate debate, including trade, was
initiated at Belém.

A major outcome of the July 2025 BRICS
Summit in Rio de Janeiro was BRICS Leaders’
Framework Declaration on Climate Finance, a
matter where India has been strong in
articulating the demands of the Global South.

With finance being the key enabler for climate
action, there is a need to include the World Bank
and International Monetary Fund chiefs in the
BRICS Summit. It is not the time not to treat therr
as “theirs (G7 or G-20’s)” and not just confine
BRICS to the New Development Bank. Any global
push on climate finance without them is hardly
possible, given the U.Ss antipathy to climate
change - a fact also reflected in how their
corporates and private monies are reacting,
including pulling back from Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG( requirements and
even ‘green’ bonds and other funds.

BRICS is now about Egypt, Ethiopia,
Indonesia, Iran, and the UAE, together
comprising half of the global population, around
40% of global GDP, and around 26% of global
trade. Its voice and heft are considerable.

A chance for Indian to drive change
As the helmsman of BRICS this year, Indiaisina
pivotal position to push for collaborative global
action, at least as among much of the world that
will join, on resilience and an inclusive green
agenda. This will be in its interest as well as a
critical imperative for the Global South.
Moreover, geopolitically for India, a BRICS
push keeps Chinese ambitions on global
leadership on a green agenda in check. India’s
green agenda focusing on resilience at the BRICS
Summit 2026 would also resonate with Ethiopia,
the host of COP32 in 2027.

faT WRa RrER g@ad &1 gRd iR T TSl 3 smaxgsdr g

e Given its vastly increased vulnerabilities to climate change, resilience is a top priority for
the South, and also underscores India’s and Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s global
leadership on an inclusive green agenda.

Saary uRkad= & ufd 9¢1 g5 HagTNadrsil ol @d gu, Hg-I=ITerdl Gf&for & forg Jafe
mu&rw% ﬁwwﬁﬁaﬁaqﬁmwmﬁwﬁﬁ%%%ﬁaﬁaﬁ

Wt Ywifpd Bt B

Need for a stabilising force

fRRr®RY Tfed #1 smazgswarn

e |n the Trump polar world, collaborative multilateralism is under immense stress, with
climate change being particularly singled out by the United States and being called a hoax,
along with a visible push for more fossil fuel use.

Su & ydipa fay 4,
¥U Y Y& Id
Wy yag 4 i@ @ B

U TgUEarg 3Afdd gald 1§ §, STal
AT GRT YT FH8T 1 3T &, Y 51 iR sirar=d

ﬂﬁargwﬁa'c&rﬁﬁﬁm

= SUENT & forw

e The Donald Trump administration has said that it will withdraw the U.S. from 66
international organisations, which includes the Indla helmed International Solar Alliance.

SITTS U TR A 581 € & 98 ST 31 66 3

YRA-A aTaT RRIERT VR Toae +f a3

¢ In fact, the U.S. stayed away from COP30 in Belém, Brazil, in November 2025 —
something that possibly ensured a continuation of the COP process.

IR H, TdeR 2025 § SToitd & a8 B COP30 I ARSI g @1, [ dyad: cop wfsean

aﬁﬁvmgﬁf%aw

TSI A wER FHepret, ford

o With the Europeans, who for long positioned themselves as climate champions, facing
domestic climate fatigue and external national security priorities, there is a certain
space for a stabilising force for collaborative action on sustainability and resilience.
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BRICS can endeavour towards this.

foro <9 faxn & v AR ST B |

The acronym, BRICS, however, raises the hackles of President Trump who thinks that it is
anti-American and an attempt to dislodge the dollar.

gIciiich, e 21eg APUFa $U BT 398 Rl &, Off 33 SANI-ARIER 3R Sfer &t ge™ &1
T T )

Such diplomatic capacity was on display during the G-20 Summit in Delhi that saw a
successful balancing of global geopolitics with Indian interests, including protecting its
strategic autonomy through multi-alignment and leadership of the Global South.

U pefifam e foeeht # 6-20 RRER TWT & SRA 3@ &), wet afye yeHifa 3w
YR fEdl & dia Ia gt aret T, foRd 9g-wv@vr & A1 I IuHiad Sl $f
&1 3R Tt WISY BT A A |

Climate impacts, while varying in form and intensity, are a common concern across
BRICS, ranging from risks to infrastructure, health, livelihoods and ecosystems arising
from permafrost thaw, pressures on the Amazon and the Himalayas, and growing
vulnerabilities in coastal and riverine regions.

AR YU, Hd g1 37 Wy 3R digar & oz 81, foea & v aren far €, o
TRATPIRE & frae & SawiRaT, @, JTeifdeT sy uifRuftet o3 & sifed, sfe
3 fRuTerd W gard, 9T 9 iR A & & Sgdl Hag-=iedn MAd ¢ |

It is in their own interest to collectively advance a stronger international agenda on
adaptation, resilience, equity and sustainable development.

T8 I T R A 2 Fp A S Tper, WeTieTT, WHTFET 3R Had e )R U Toad
STRRTEIT TWIST P Ao 1 | 3T TgTh |

This role is further reinforced by several BRICS members having shouldered responsibility
for steerin gfﬁhe global climate process after the Paris Agreement came into force.

gee gl ? i U THgia & ar 1R & a1 &S faaq gew A afye
mmmmmﬁwm%

Brazil, Egypt and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have presided over climate
conferences in the post-COVID-19 pandemic period, helping safeguard momentum on
climate action.

sToid, i ofi Tgad 3RE 3RTRIE (UAE) 3 $ifds-19 HBMRY & a1 & R A siaarg
ﬂﬁm‘raﬁa{wwaﬁ% ST STeraTy HIRaTg 3t Ifd 51 51|

A BRICS act would also be useful on a unilateral side-stepping of UNFCCC principles
such as the European Union’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism.

o ot 9fds FRAE UNFecc Rigidl & ToaR®! QIGAR &, oI QRIGR I &t
HTa qis TeulveHe Adbfred, & deyf 7 off STt grft

An opening of a broader climate debate, including trade, was initiated at Belém.

909 T ATUR A ATIS AR 969 B BT DI - |

A major outcome of the July 2025 BRICS Summiit in Rio de Janeiro was the BRICS
Leaders’ Framework Declaration on Climate Finance, a matter where India has been
strong in articulating the demands of the Global South.

SIS 2025 # Rl St sl 7 gu fogw Rex awie= o106 gRUTY Searg fad =
o Aarait Ft efar Twom o1, SEH HIRd 7 Taad 9ISy &1 | Bl YU @9 8 |

With finance being the key enabler for climate action, there is a need to include the World
Bank and International Monetary Fund chiefs in the BRICS Summit.

i ford Taarg S1RaTs BT YW HeHddi ¢, safo faed RReR w@es J fay d@ sk
SARRTETT T HIY & THE! Bl M P P STADAT 5 |

It is not the time not to treat them as “theirs (G-7 or G-20’s)” and not just confine BRICS to
the New Development Bank.

g T I “IPT (G-7 TT G-20 PT)” HHHR 3T ¥ &1 el § 3R 781 fyea ot daa =g
SIauHc 9% d% I HA P
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Any global push on climate finance without them is hardly possible, given the U.S.’s
antipathy to climate change — a fact also reflected in how their corporates and private
monies are reacting, including pulling back from Environmental, Social, and Governance
(ESG) requirements and even ‘green’ bonds and other funds.

o1 STerary fot R @ik i afifer T <Img 81 Hya ©, faxive Saarg uivad= & ufa
IrafeeT B faRieh WIamT &1 38 gU — o Bivuew IR el goit ot ufafear 7 «f fiadt
8, S ESG Smazasdrsil 3R Tg1 a& & M digd 3R o e ¥ Ui gl
BRICS is now about Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, and the UAE, together comprising
half of the global population, around 40% of global GDP, and around 26% of global
trade.

31 forer 7 forer, SR, Se1RRm, 314 3R UAE T1firer &, o fireier afyyes siremdl &1
JTT, TTHT 40% AYP GDP, 3R TTHT 26% aAfYP IR HT UG Fd |

India’s green agenda focusing on resilience at the BRICS Summit 2026 would also
resonate with Ethiopia, the host of COP32 in 2027.

o AR aWad 2026 7 Fe=ear R Hfgd YR $T 8i¥d TolsT, 2027 H COP32 &
Avarq sfaafuar & oy oty
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The limits of household stability

o fRRar 31 Hamd

2. | EEPC urges lowering I-T for non-corporate MSMEs
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The limits of household stability

India’s growth story rests on aggregate comfort, but a closer look shows households saving less, borrowing more, and absorbing risks once shared more broadly;

beneath stable growth and steady consumption, a growing fragility builds in household finances

ECONOMIC NOTES

Deepanshu Mohan

ith only a couple of

weeks left before the

Finance Minister tables

the next Union Budget,
the aggregate markers of
‘macroeconomic comfort in India’s
growth story may appear to be in place,
where average economic growth
remains strong in relative comparison to
global standards, even amid the
heightened uncertainty afflicting most
other nations.

Yet this story of projected confidence
rests on a partial reading of the
aggregate data, which veils a deeper,
more unsettling reality in India’s
economic fundamentals and their
governing dynamics. A closer look at
recent household finances data suggests
that India’s growth is increasingly being
underwritten by households that are, on
average, saving much less and
borrowing more, while quietly
absorbing economic risks that were
once shared more broadly. This can, of
course, increase household debt,
especially among vulnerable and
low-income groups, who haven’t really
gained in employment opportunities or
higher incomes over the last few years.

A misleading comfort

The Reserve Bank of India’s Financial
Stability Report (December 2025), read
alongside its Annual Report 2024-25 and
recent Budget documents, points to a
shift that deserves attention precisely
because it does not yet resemble a crisis,
but exhibits enough to merit a red flag.

Chart 1.45 of the Financial Stability
Report is frequently used to support the
claim that India’s household sector
remains financially stable. Household
debt stood at 41.3% of GDP as of March
2025, far lower than levels observed in
many emerging market peers, including
(China, Malaysia, and Thailand.
Additionally, the increase has been
relatively gradual rather than abrupt,
rising from roughly 36% of GDP in
mid-2021 to slightly over 41% by early
2025. It proves that there is no
household debt crisis in the traditional
sense in India. Excessive leverage or an
imminent threat to financial stability is
ot evident.

However, there are limits to this
assurance. Debt-to-GDP ratios
demonstrate the extent of household
borrowing in relation to the economy,
but they do not explain why households
are taking on debt or whether they will
be able to pay it off over time.

In the present situation, that
distinction is important. According to
the RBI’s Annual Report 2024-25, real
income growth has been uneven,
especially outside formal employment
and high-productivity sectors. In the
meantime, overall consumption has
held up well. Households must make
other adjustments when consumption
holds up despite weak or uneven
income growth. Borrowing has become
amore common way to make that
adjustment.

Credit as a cushion

In this way, a change in the function of
credit itself is reflected in the increase in
household debt. Borrowing is being
used more to close income and expense
gaps than to finance the creation of
assets. Even moderate debt levels can
become a source of vulnerability when
they substitute for income growth and

SN\

Chart 1,45 A% Household debt has risen steadily,
reflecting greater reliance on borrowing

India’s household debt
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nl

- a3

o

38 |

el

wl

32 J—
June 20 Dec.20 March 25

*The RBI's Financial Stability Report’s Chart 1.45
is frequently used to support the claim that India’s
household sector is financially stable,

Chart 1.50A
Savings have turned volatile as liabilities grow
faster than assets
= Change in financial liabilities
== Change n financial assets
Net financial saving

Chart B:India’s debt remains low versus peers,
but this comparison masks domestic stress
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® Household debt was 41.3% of GOP as of March
2025, for lower than levels observed in many
emerging market peers

Chart C: Assets exceed liabilities, but household
financial buffers are thinning
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savings rather than complement them.
That question depends not on how
much households owe today, but on
how debt, income, and savings are
evolving together, an issue that becomes
central to assessing the economy ahead
of the Budget.

Both sides of the balance sheet are
simultaneously captured in Chart 1.50.
Financial liabilities accounted for 41.3%
of GDP in March 2025, while gross
household financial assets stood at
106.6% of GDP. There is no indication
that liabilities have surpassed assets,
and households continue to be net
holders of financial wealth. It is simple
to conclude that household finances are
sound based only on this.

Examining the flow data is the only
way to see the stress. In recent quarters,
net financial savings have drastically
fluctuated and decreased. Net financial
savings recovered to 7.6% of GDP in the
last quarter of 2024-25, but this came
after a compression to about 3-4% of
GDP in the preceding quarter. The
quicker accumulation of financial
liabilities compared to financial assets is
the direct cause of this volatility,
according to the RBL.

There are obvious ramifications to
this pattern. It indicates a more
concerning change in domestic
behaviour. Although households
continue to save, a growing portion of

The limits of household stability

W FRRar 1 Hiard

With only a couple of weeks left before the Finance Minister tables the next Union Budget,

that savings is being offset by new
borrowing.

As aresult, headline financial wealth
can continue growing while the buffer
that shields households from job shocks,
income losses, and rising interest rates
gradually deteriorates. A growing
fragility lies beneath what appears
stable in aggregate.

Why households are borrowing more
A more comprehensive fiscal and policy
configuration that systematically
transfers risk from the State to
households is the cause of the increase
in household borrowing. According to
the RBIs State Finances: A Study of
Budgets 2024-25, State governments
have prioritised capital expenditure
while limiting revenue expenditure.

‘Committed expenditures — interest
payments, pensions, and salaries — now
account for between 30 and 32% of State
revenue receipts, leaving little space for
income support or countercyclical
transfers. States have actually become
less responsive to household income
stress while also becoming fiscally
leaner.

At the Union level, the Budget at a
Glance 2025-26 shows a continued
emphasis on public investment, with
capital expenditure budgeted at ¥11.2
lakh crore and effective capital
expenditure at 15.5 lakh crore. This

Union Budget 2026 will be
framed understandably as a

I: ion of macroeconomic
stability achieved through fiscal
discipline and investment-led
growth. However, stability that
on taking
out loans to in d dis
not self-sustaining and merits a
closer look at options which
can enable di ble income

for households

strategy is growth-enhancing, but it is
not household-neutral. Infrastructure
investment raises medium-term
potential, yet does little to smooth
short-term income volatility.

The result is a quiet reallocation nf

THE GIST

-

India’s growth rests on
aggregate comfort, but a close
look shows households saving
less, borrowing more, and
quietly absorbing economic
risks once shared more
broadly.

v

Household debt is not yet a
crisis, but uneven income
growh, rising liabilities, and
volatile net financial savings
point to a growing fragility
beneath stable consumption.
-

As fiscal pcucy prioritises
nd discipline, risk

risk. As governments cc lid
invest, households are asked mellcll.ly
to insure themselves.

A macro risk hiding in plain sight
This shift matters because it changes the
very character of India’s growth. Private
consumption accounts for close to 60%
of GDP, making household spending the
economy’s primary stabiliser. The
danger lies in the interaction of three
trends documented across the RBI's
recent reports.

First, the Annual Report 2024-25
notes that real income growth has been
uneven, especially outside formal
employment and high-productivity
sectors. Second, while borrower risk
profiles have improved, unsecured retail
credit has expanded rapidly, indicating
that consumption is being sustained on
thinner financial cushions. Third, as
shown in Chart 1.50, net financial
savings have become volatile and, at
times, sharply compressed, as liability
accumulation increasingly offsets asset
formation.

A slowdown in income growth, a
tightening of financial conditions, or a
rise in unemployment would reduce
discretionary spending and, more
critically, compel households to
retrench abruptly, because
debt-financed consumption offers little
room for adjustment.

Union Budget 2026 will be framed
understandably as a continuation of
macroeconomic stability achieved
through fiscal discipline and
investment-led growth. However,
stability that depends on households
taking out loans to maintain demand is
not self-sustaining and merits a closer
look at options which can enable
disposable income for households.

It is not guaranteed even then that
any marginal increase in income can
help increase savings but may at least
catalyse that over time in the longer
term, while helping the citizenry take
care of debt interest or borrowing
repayments in the short to medium
term. Restoring balance in the
household budgeting calculus is the key
fiscal policy-task prior to Budget 2026.
Creating demand, more labour-intensive
employment, and aligning fiscal
outcomes towards these, while
increasing average incomes, will
eventually be affected by an economy
where households gradually lose their
ability to absorb shocks.

Deepanshu Mohan is professor and dean,
O.P. Jindal Global University and Director,
Centre for New Economics Studies
(CNES). He is a visiting professor at LSE
and a visiting fellow at University of
Oxford. Geetaali Malhotra contributed to
this column

is being Fealiocated to
households, making the
balance between growth,
demand, and household
stability central before Budget
2026.

the aggregate markers of macroeconomic comfort in India’s growth story may appear to
be in place, where average economic growth remains strong in relative comparison to
global standards, even amid the heightened uncertainty affecting most other nations.
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Yet this story of projected confidence rests on a partial reading of the aggregate data,
which veils a deeper, more unsettling reality in India’s economic fundamentals and their
governing dynamics.

53 4R, SITHTAT STATIYTH P! T5 Ho™! GHY 3P| B! TP TS AR W TR B, 5l
%ﬁwwmﬁmmﬁﬁmwmﬁammﬁmﬁﬁ
|

A closer look at recent household finances data suggests that India’s growth is increasingly
being underwritten by households that are, on average, saving much less and borrowing
more, while quietly absorbing economic risks that were once shared more broadly.

giferan ave fae Seps! R TeRTE T R SIaH W Wdhd fAadr 8 i URd @1 3G ofe doit I &
ORART & TER P! B Ol SN HH Tad P I3 & AR UG SYR AR &, GBI d 37
e ST &) guaTg a8+ HR @ § S Ugd ATUd ¥0 I 131 fbd o 3|

This can, of course, increase household debt, especially among vulnerable and low-
income groups, who haven'’t really gained in employment opportunities or higher
incomes over the last few years.

ug@rﬁw%m@aiﬁ%maﬁwm%ﬁﬁqwﬁwaﬁ?ﬁwmﬁﬁ
fore ee o auf & AR & AR I1 3= 319 & aRdfads ar el {8l

A misleading comfort
UTHP STYTEA

The Reserve Bank of India’s Financial Stability Report (December 2025), read alongside
its Annual Report 2024—-25 and recent Budget documents, points to a shift that deserves
attention precisely because it does not yet resemble a crisis, but exhibits enough to merit a
red flag.

YR fYerd 9 $t sy fRrar o (R 2025), 3@t aiffe i 2024-25 ik
IferT SoTe gRaTdell & WY Ugd W, Ueh U8 URad &1 3R Hobd Bl ¢ ford TR & &A1
e g, Fifes a8 31t Yepe ST 78T foara, et ST Aarasit Wb yafd &0 Hieg ¢ |
Chart 1.45 of the Financial Stability Report is frequently used to support the claim that
India’s household sector remains financially stable.

farita fRRar faid &1 a1d 1.45 SR 39 3/d & IHIF & IUanT faan S § fo URd &1 IR,
a7 s it it Tu A fRR B

Household debt stood at 41.3% of GDP as of March 2025, far lower than levels observed in
many emerging market peers, including China, Malaysia, and Thailand.

AT 2025 A% TG BT GDP & 41.3% W 4T, S 14, HARMN 3R YTsds Afed F3 IUT
rfoaawTaif F qa § ! HA B

Additionally, the increase has been relatively gradual rather than abrupt, rising from roughly
36% of GDP in mid-2021 to slightly over 41% by early 2025.

U JHfARad, g Jha AT T8l qfexh HIUD o1 6, ol HeA 2021 H GDP & TATHT 36% I
FGHR 2025 P [HIT qP 41% A UIST 31w g TS|

It proves that there is no household debt crisis in the traditional sense in India.

Ig il § o yRd & urufYe srdf # e U1 Yebe Hive 8l |

Excessive leverage or an imminent threat to financial stability is not evident.

it dravet a1 faxiig fRRE1 ¥ oy 15 depTa W1 T 81 8

However, there are limits to this assurance.

T, 39 SyTa Bt off Hrard g1

Debt-to-GDP ratios demonstrate the extent of household borrowing in relation to the
economy, but they do not explain why households are taking on debt or whether they will
be able to pay it off over time.

HU1-8-GDP 3UTd SR & Al TRl SUR! &1 7 @ 8, dfebT I8 a1 9ard b
AR BT 0 & 78 € 91 58 U & 1Y gHT uTed a1 18] |

In the present situation, that distinction is important.

gaaH fufd & a5 A IIcid gyl ¢ |
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According to the RBI’s Annual Report 2024-25, real income growth has been uneven,
espeC|aIIy outside formal employment and high-productivity sectors.

RBI @1 aftfe U 2024-25 F SFUR, aRaAfd® 3 9fg SR %1 7, faRiy =0 &
AT AR 3R I=-ITGHT &A1 & x|

In the meantime, overall consumption has held up well.

T SR, [T JUUNT et v T3 |

Households must make other adjustments when consumption holds up despite weak or
uneven income growth.

TS HHAIR AT U 3T gfex & STacg SUHNT &1 38T &, A URART BT 30 FHRNST d—
Usd gl
Borrowing has become a more common way to make that adjustment.

39 U BT U HfUh T dPpT e SURT 57 T 8

Credit as a cushion ]
FHUI TP TeR1 & &4 |

In this way, a change in the function of credit itself is reflected in the increase in household
debt.

Y UHR, BT Pt Yfirer & 3mar uRad W BT & 3fg & 0§ uRafed giar g

Borrowing is being used more to close income and expense gaps than to finance the
creation of assets.

IYRY BT IYANT 3F 3 3R I & 3R P! Ule & e 1 fparsnerg, 71
ufyufral & fmfor & faadivor & fog|

Even moderate debt levels can become a source of vulnerability when they substitute for
income growth and savings rather than complement them.

TgT adh foh A 0T TR 1N SRRET BT HRUI 57 Tbd &, o1 9 3T g MR Fd &1 ”F &

Ad g, 7 3% RSP T

That question depends not on how much households owe today, but on how debt, income,

and savings are evolving together, an issue that becomes central to assessing the economy

ahead of the Budget.

T8 Uy 39 W R 7 Foxar o omet aRart R fasa=n o1 8, 9fch 39 R axar g i »or, e

%ﬁwﬁawwu%émﬁas‘m%%, S goTe | Ugd SrdoqawAT & 3 H Herg & Sl
I

Both sides of the balance sheet are simultaneously captured in Chart 1.50.

1< 1.50 ¥ A fe F I T8 TF 1Y I-T MR

Financial liabilities accounted for 41.3% of GDP in March 2025, while gross household

financial assets stood at 106.6% of GDP.

aTd 2025 H faxita 3Rl GDP F 41.3% & RIeR ff, Tafes wva ave faxita ufeufRmr

GDP & 106.6% TR |

There is no indication that liabilities have surpassed assets, and households continue to be

net holders of financial wealth.

D] B Tobd 181 & b STgIal ufeufmay @ aiftre 81 < 8, 3k uRaR 3@ 1 3 fasfia

HURT YR - §U G

It is simple to conclude that household finances are sound based only on this.

FHad T YR R I8 sy Farer o 8 i o faw fRufa gee 81

Examining the row data is the onIy way to see the stress.

TaTE SATHS! B Sid AT & a1G bl o BT ThHTH W1 8|

In recent quarters, net financial savings have drastically fluctuated and decreased.

giferan famfeat & 31 faxfta e & g SaR-=rem@ 8k fiRmae <&t i€ 71

Net financial savings recovered to 7.6% of GDP in the last quarter of 2024-25, but this

came after a compression to about 3—4% of GDP in the preceding quarter.

2024-25 @1 Sifaw forardt ¥ 35 faxita 99d GDP & 7.6% o Yy, Al 399 Ugd &1

foTe! & 9% AT GDP & 3-4% dd Rie T At

The quicker accumulation of financial liabilities compared to financial assets is the direct

cause of this volatility, according to the RBI.
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e There are obvious ramifications to this pattern.
39 Ugf & Ty ufoms |

e |tindicates a more concerning change in domestic behaviour.
T8 T e § T i fRiamere uftad &) cxifar 31

e Although households continue to save, a growing portion of that savings is being offset by
new borrowing.
gTdiis URAR Fad B 364 8, Afh 39 Tud HT dgdT [ox 7 UM I Tqferd 81 @1 3|

e As aresult, headline financial wealth can continue growing while the buffer that shields
households from job shocks, income losses, and rising interest rates gradually
deteriorates.
o151 &3 & URAR! B A T JRETHD TH TR-4R FHAAR giar S ¢ |

e A growing fragility lies beneath what appears stable in aggregate.

o 8 Y U I fRR fegdr 8, 3T 14 vedl g3 reedr 341 g8 g

Why households are borrowing more

TRaR P IUR AN AR T

e A more comprehensive fiscal and policy configuration that systematically transfers risk
from the State to households is the cause of the increase in household borrowing.

TS IS AUS IR 3R ~TiforTa HeamT, St Tafyd U 3 s 3 uar) 3t 3R
e RIFafd a8, TR SURT § 3G & HRU |

¢ According to the RBI’s State Finances: A Study of Budgets 2024-25, State governments
have prioritised capital expenditure while limiting revenue expenditure.
RBI ®1 ‘State Finances: A Study of Budgets 2024—25’ & 3R, Ied IRPRI - YoIrTd
G DI G &1 8, Tafds Ieivd oag &I Wifid a1 g

¢ Committed expenditures — interest payments, pensions, and salaries — now account
for between 30 and 32% of State revenue receipts, leaving little space for income support
or countercyclical transfers.
Afias 0T — ST YT, UM 3AR da- — 319 IeT & IoRd UTfdl & 30 | 32% & s
g, forrd amar wgTae a1 wferssia gRaieRor & U 9gd FH [oe S9d 21

e States have actually become less responsive to household income stress while also
becoming fiscally leaner.

oY aRAd B B 3T aF1d & Ul S Jde-T=Nd 81 U 8, 1Y & Ty U | 3iftre
& 1 gl U B

e Atthe Union level, the Budget at a Glance 2025-26 shows a continued emphasis on public
investment, with capital expenditure budgeted at ¥11.2 lakh crore and effective capital
expenditure at ¥15.5 lakh crore.

HET TR R, Budget at a Glance 2025-26 # grduifae faw R ARaR SR fgwar % el
@ﬂwmw.z ARG PRI 3R TUTH Yoilira =07 215.5 @R S Huffid g1

e This strategy is growth-enhancing, but it is not household-neutral.
Ig Ui faeT &1 9grar 31 arell 8, Afd I8 uRaR-dex T8 ]|

¢ Infrastructure investment raises medium-term potential, yet does little to smooth short-
term income volatility.

SFETEAT AT AeaH 3afy Y &1 9Td1 §, AP SeuPToD M AFRRAT B HH B
H 9gd HH HaG HRAT 5|
e The result is a quiet reallocation of risk.

RO S BT TP W (ARSI Siar |

e As governments consolidate and invest, households are asked implicitly to insure
themselves.

%ﬂgwﬁﬁmaﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂm%ﬁuﬂaﬁﬁmawﬁmmmmﬁaﬁaﬁ&nﬁ
|
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A macro risk hiding in plain sight

| s

31 & F1avg four gen te Jafy-enfde sifaw

This shift matters because it changes the very character of India’s growth.

I8 uRad= Aeayuf § i I8 YRd &t fawra upfa &1 € 9d ST g

Private consumption accounts for close to 60% of GDP, making household spending the
economy'’s primary stabiliser.

forstt STUNT GDP & TR 60% I SRISR g, o TRe o 3feqawl &1 g fRR&RY 9
§ ST B

The danger lies in the interaction of three trends documented across the RBI’s recent
reports.

TR RBI Y giferan featef & ol = ugfra &t smosdt sia:foran & Afga 81

First, the Annual Report 2024-25 notes that real income growth has been uneven,
especially outside formal employment and high-productivity sectors.

gga, arfe Ui 2024-25 FaKdt § & arafd® oma gfes s W6l 8, foRivas s

ST 3R S-ITGHaT &1 & e

Second, while borrower risk profiles have improved, unsecured retail credit has expanded

rapidly, |nd|cat|ng that consumption is being sustained on thinner financial cushions.
YRGS B THEH WWTSA H YUR g3 ¢, TaT SIRIET Fe=T BT doil I FaT

?%m%ﬁswmnwwmwmw%

Third, as shown in Chart 1.50, net financial savings have become volatile and, at times,

sharply compressed, as liability accumulation increasingly offsets asset formation.

R, 91 1.50 § ey SaR, Y faia a9 SfRR 81 7S ? 3R &% 9R el A Rywe 7

2, &b 3QTal BT Wad dgd §U TRWUR FRIfor &) Tfrd 3 3l 81

A slowdown in income growth, a tightening of financial conditions, or a rise in

unemployment would reduce discretionary spending and, more critically, compel

households to retrench abruptly, because debt-financed consumption offers little room for

adjustment.

g g & 1, farfra uftfRuforat & e, a1 RIemdt & 9fS & fadersdts o gem &R,

31 TR U ¥, IRaRT &1 S Hetdl & U Torey B, Fifer Hor-snurfed Sy &

THRISH &t TR &4 gl 8

Union Budget 2026 will be framed understandably as a continuation of macroeconomic

stability achieved through fiscal discipline and investment-led growth.

FENT ToIC 2026 FH! WIS T T TGN SR 3R Fazr-smenfya gfs & meaq @
T Fiy-3fe fRRAr &1 R & &0 § URqd fasar s |

However, stability that depends on households taking out loans to maintain demand is not
self-sustaining and merits a closer look at options which can enable disposable income for
households.

gy, 9 R S HifT 91T 3@ & fog aRaRT & o1 a1 iR 1R ol ¢, W4 fewrss =gt
B 3R T Fuer 9 3 95 arat faded! W T8 faaR &t srawgwar g
It is not guaranteed even then that any marginal increase in income can help increase
savings but may at least catalyse that over time in the longer term, while helping the
citizenry take care of debt interest or borrowing repayments in the short to medium term.
7 1t 7ie GRT TET § b oma A Argelt 9fF | w9d s, Afp1 U Sdeprer § A Afvd o
gao—cﬁ% T B 3T A AW Saf T ARG S BT 41T 1 IURT HM T Teg HR Ahall

I
Restoring balance in the household budgeting calculus is the key fiscal policy-task prior
to Budget 2026.
ToIE 2026 T UEA TR Toie VAT W A+ 981 HRA1 U T e i ifd-orf g1
Creating demand, more labour-intensive employment, and aligning fiscal outcomes
towards these, while increasing average incomes, will eventually be affected by an
economy where households gradually lose their ability to absorb shocks.
AT BT Yo, 30D 4H-TUTH AR, 3R I 3T TGTd §Y 379 I IS
Whvng%ﬂ;m 3fda: 39 sl § yifad g1 wigl uRaR $R-¢R el 3 ag #t
&Hd1 I
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Net FDI negative for fourth
month in a row in Nov. 2025

Net foreign portfolio investments have also been negative so far in the financial year 2025-26, with

uncertainty over the India-US. trade deal and the weakening rupee affecting investor confidence

T.C.A. Sm! R Evan

NEW DELHI

ndia’s net foreign di-
l rect investments (FDI)

remained negative for
the fourth consecutive
month in November 2025,
with outflows exceeding
inflows by $446 million
that month, an analysis of
latest data from the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
shows.

The data, released as
part of the RBI’'s monthly
bulletin, shows that the
main reason direct invest-
ment outflows exceeded
inflows in November was
because of relatively high
repatriations and disin-
vestments by foreign com-
panies operating in India.

Direct investments are
typically made in assets
and are viewed as growth-
generating, as opposed to
portfolio investments,
which are generally done
in equity and debt for ex-
pected returns.

The RBI noted that net
foreign portfolio invest-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj
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Net FDI into India was negative for the fourth consecutive
month in November 2025 due to higher repatriations by foreign
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ments (FPI) have also been
negative so far in the finan-
cial year 2025-26, with un-
certainty over the India-
U.S. trade deal and the
weakening rupee affecting
investor confidence.

Steady gross inflows

Gross direct inflows, which
is the total amount of di-
rect investment coming in-
to the country, stood at
$6.4 billion in November
2025, 22.5% higher than
the amount received in No-
vember 2024. It was, ho-
wever, marginally lower
than the $6.5 billion re-

ceived in October and the
$7 billion in September.

“Gross inward FDI re-
mained steady in Novem-
ber with Japan, Singapore,
and the U.S. accounting for
more than 75% of total FDI
inflows,” the RBI said in its
report.

“The highest recipients
(around 75%) of FDI in-
flows were the financial
services sector, followed
by manufacturing, and re-
tail and wholesale trade,”
the report added.

Net FDI, however,
which is the balance bet-
ween outflows and inflows
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stood at -$446 million,
meaning total outflows ex-
ceeded total inflows by
that amount.

Within this, repatriation
and disinvestment stood at
a five-month high of $5.3
billion in November 2025,
albeit 1.2% lower than it
was in November 2024.

Outward FDI, which is
the investments made by
Indian companies abroad,
stood at $1.5 billion in No-
vember 2025, less than half
the $3.2 billion in October.

“Outward FDI moderat-
ed in November, with Sin-
gapore, Mauritius, the U.S.
and the U.K. accounting for
more than half of total out-
ward FDI,” the RBI noted.

“Sector-specific break-
down suggests that more
than 70% of outward FDI
was in manufacturing, fi-
nancial, insurance, and bu-
siness services.”

The RBI report said that
net foreign portfolio in-
vestments were negative
for the 2025-26 financial
year up to January 16,
2026.
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Net FDI negative for fourth month in a row in Nov. 2025

T4 2025 H TR DY TEH Y THIIIME TPRTHASD

o Net foreign portfolio investments have also been negative so far in the financial year 2025-
26, with uncertainty over the India-U.S. trade deal and the weakening rupee affecting
investor confidence

famr af 202526 T 319 T Y fa=ft widwiferat fdwr +ft TR @1 8, S8t YRd-
aﬁq@&@mﬁﬁ%&ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁ
g

¢ India’s net foreign direct investments (FDI) remained negative for the fourth consecutive
month in November 2025, with outflows exceeding inflows by $446 million that month, an
analysis of latest data from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) shows
YR Rerd §& (RBI) & FdHaH 3iics! & fazayr I udl Iadi g fb Fdar 2025 & YR 6T
s fae=h ucaer 3= (FDI) AR A 9 THRIES a1, o 39 7ea afgfa= 3
Sq:TaTE ¥ $446 fAfera=t aif¥res o foar

e The data, released as part of the RBI’s monthly bulletin, shows that the main reason direct
investment outflows exceeded inflows in November was because of relatively high
repatriations and disinvestments by foreign companies operating in India
SARAISATS P ARG gafes & dgd SIRT fihs! I UdT Iadl & [ TdeR H yes Fagr &
ST & SfA-TaT8 § 31f® B BT I HRUT YR 8 HH B 6! [deRT HaAFal gRT e
0T 3R fafa=r ot

o Direct investments are typically made in assets and are viewed as growth-generating, as
opposed to portfolio investments, which are generally done in equity and debt for expected
returns
TE AR SR W URgirl & fhT o € ok S faeTa Seudl =Y arelt 1 S &,
Safch Uit fa=r arRaa: sraférd Redl o forg sfevdt 8k o1 & fbu ol ©

o The RBI noted that net foreign portfolio investments (FPI) have also been negative so far
in the financial year 2025-26, with uncertainty over the India-U.S. trade deal and the
weakening rupee affecting investor confidence
R3S 7 gl [ far aef 2025-26 A 3@ a Y fad=ht Adwifera A= (Fpi) ot
THRTHSD 6T §, el HRA-SMINBT ATIR TSN B! ApR fAfEdar iR HHeiR 303 3
izt & fayra o1 yfad fasar 8

Steady gross inflows
R g&a siq:-vare

e Gross direct inflows, which is the total amount of direct investment coming into the country,
stood at $6.4 billion in November 2025, 22.5% higher than the amount received in
November 2024
THd Ygel SHd:-5arg, S o= H 3 a1d $dd Uges a1 &t A 8, AdaR 2025 H $6.4 fafer=
@], Sl AdaR 2024 H UIW R H 22.5% P AT

e It was, however, marginally lower than the $6.5 billion received in October and the $7 billion
in September
g T8 3fagaR § I $6.5 faferast oik Rydar o v $7 fafera @ st o9 o

o “Gross inward FDI remained steady in November with Japan, Singapore, and the U.S.
accounting for more than 75% of total FDI inflows,” the RBI said in its report

SRENSTS = 3 Rl & Fg1 fb TdeR H Gh fc:UaTg Thsians (RR g1, forgd |ram,
RIATTYR 3NR SMARPT Fd THSISTS 3id-TaTe 61 75% A 3if¥s e

o “The highest recipients (around 75%) of FDI inflows were the financial services sector,
followed by manufacturing, and retail and wholesale trade,” the report added
Ui & Sire1 man fh TwElens Sia:vare & YaY §3 UTddhd! (ATHT 75%) faig Jar & 3,
9% a1g fafermior, T Fext ok e AR @

e Net FDI, however, which is the balance between outflows and inflows stood at -$446 million,
meaning total outflows exceeded total inflows by that amount
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BIAI® Y THSISATS, S SfRTTHA 3R 3fd:UaTg & sd &7 3icR 8, -$446 TR/ @7, sufd oo
FTH A Fa HdTaE DI Ia-T AR F IR B e

Within this, repatriation and disinvestment stood at a five-month high of $5.3 billion in
November 2025, albeit 1.2% lower than it was in November 2024

O fid, T-0wor 3R fafrawr AdaR 2025 # $5.3 faferms & uig 7R F S ITR W
g1, gl g8 TaaR 2024 DI T | 1.2% HH AT

Outward FDI, which is the investments made by Indian companies abroad, stood at $1.5
billion in November 2025, less than half the $3.2 billion in October

HTICTS THSISATE, T HRATI HUFal gRT AN & fasar o fawT, TdaR 2025 7 $1.5
fafera= @1, o sragar & $3.2 fafermmr S emd Yot s

“Outward FDI moderated in November, with Singapore, Mauritius, the U.S. and the U.K.
accounting for more than half of total outward FDI,” the RBI noted

RIS A FHFT b IR T 33cas THaIss | R TS, forad RivmqR, Aiiwr, smfver
AR R $0 33T THEISNS &1 3 I 31 e <@

“Sector-specific breakdown suggests that more than 70% of outward FDI was in
manufacturing, financial, insurance, and business services.”

“@3-fAfRy fauTe 3 ud o § f 3nscad Tweles &1 70% ¥ 3ifire fewar fafemfor,
faxtta, ST 3k g Aarsi & a1’

The RBI report said that net foreign portfolio investments were negative for the 2025-26
financial year up to January 16, 2026

Reeg Ui | &gl T fh 16 SITat 2026 T faw af 202526 & fo Y fad=h
NEwferal e THRIES 6T

GS Paper lll: S&T,

TOPICS COVERED | 23 January 2026

1.

Is the Asia-Pacific on track towards elimination of Malaria by 20307?

a1 URAT-Uid &7 2030 d@ AARAT I=a B! fewn § 98 anf iR 82

Thyroid testing should be driven by clinical suspicion, not isolated
symptoms, say doctors

YTRTIS SITd had eT-UTT AN & YR UR a1, dfeep (Ao d dag
& 3MYUR W gt A1, Side| &1 BT 8

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 18



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Is Asia-Pacific on track towards
elimination of Malaria by 2030?

World Malaria Report 2025, launched in December, provided a mixed bag: while fall in estimated cases in southeast Asia offer he

resistance to artemisinin-based frontline treatment and reduction in funding for malaria programmes raise concern

Ramya Kannan

he World Malaria Report 2025,
launched in December,
provided a bag of mixed news,

five years ahead of the 2030
malaria elimination deadline. While the
reduction in estimated cases in southeast
Asia provided definite hope, of serious
concern were rising cases of resistance to
ar in-based frontline for
malaria, and falling funding for malaria
programmes.

Notably, it is the Asia Pacific region that
posted much of the good news. The
significant reduction was driven by 10 of
the region’s 17 malaria-endemic countries,
bringing estimated cases down from over
9.6 million in 2023 to approximately 8.9
million in 2024. The major reduction in
estimated cases happened in Pakistan,
and historic lows were reported in
Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam, the
second year running. Among the
successes being platformed against one of
the most crucial emerging threats against
malaria treatment also comes from this
region, with the Greater Mekong
Subregion’s success in tackling
antimalarial drug resistance finding
mention in the report.

The Asia Pacific Leaders Malaria
Alliance (APLMA) unites 22 governments
that are committed to the goal of
eliminating malaria by 2030. Sarthak Das,
CEO, APLMA, says the “Asia Pacific region
has made tremendous progress over the
past two decades, but it is not entirely on
track to meet the 2030 malaria
elimination target.”

He goes on to explain the current
position: “Progress continues to stay
uneven — while some countries have
experienced a resurgence of cases, others
reported substantial declines, and several
have successfully attained malaria-free
status. Sri Lanka, China, and most
recently Timor-Leste have demonstrated
that malaria elimination is achievable
with sustained political commitment and
consistent delivery.”

However, Dr. Das points out that these
successes coexist with a concerning
plateauing of progress and, in particular,
reversal in larger, more complex settings.

He explains that significant risks still
persist, primarily due to two major
challenges: securing sustainable
long-term financing and ensuring
last-mile execution in high-burden
countries. “The challenges more often are
in ensuring disciplined last-mile
programme delivery, which is further
compounded by the increasing financing
shortfalls. The report shows that only
about 42% of global malaria financing
needs were met in 2024, and funding cuts
in 2025 have widened this gap further.”

But is the elimination goal within target
atall? In fact, India has set itself the target

Need for action: A health worker using a fogging machine in Assam as part of preventive measures
3g3inst vector-borne diseases. RITU RAJ KONWAR

of achieving zero indigenous cases of
malaria by 2027, ahead of the 2030 target.
Dr. Das says India’s target is ambitious,
but attainable. “India has made
extraordinary progress since 2015,
achieving steep reductions in cases and
deaths, with many districts sustaining
zero transmission for multiple years.
India has also demonstrated
proof-of-concept for elimination through
indigenous projects,” he said. However,
recent data shows that progress has
plateaued and cases have even rebounded
in parts of the country, indicating that
India is currently off the elimination
trajectory required to meet the 2027
milestone, he points out.

Dr. Das explains that to make the leap
from control to elimination, three shifts
are essential: “First, surveillance must
become the central intervention. India
needs real-time, case-based surveillance
everywhere — including systematic
reporting from the private sector, defence
services, railways and urban health
systems, so that every infection is
detected, classified and responded to
rapidly.”

Secondly, he adds: “Today, five States
and the northeast account for nearly 80%
of the malaria burden. Success will
depend on focused, project-mode
execution in these remaining hotspots,
while near-elimination States must invest
in preventing resurgence.”

Thirdly, the continuity of financing and
operational discipline must be restored.
India must treat malaria elimination as a
time-bound national mission, with

accountability, sharp targeting and
sustained investment through the last
mile.

Vaccines for malaria
‘While factors such as surveillance, vector

therapeutic efficacy studies,
strengthening pharmacovigilance, and
rapidly updating national treatment
policies when early warning signals
emerge Indja‘s emphasls on universal

is, strict adh
to combmauon therapy, and avoidance of
oral artemisinin monotherapy has been
central to preserving drug efficacy at
scale, he adds.

Early detection through routine
efficacy monitoring, strict regulation of
antimalarial use, strong community-level
case management — and critically —
regional coordination to prevent
cross-border spread are the need of the
hour, Dr. Das insists. Resistance cannot be
managed country by country; it requires
collective action. Protecting artemisinin is
not just a technical task — it is a strategic
imperative for global malaria elimination,
he adds.

Funding constraints

The greatest threat today to the success of
the malaria elimination programme,
however, is not even with artemisinin, it is
dwindling financing. Dr. Das says: “Ata
time when malaria programs are entering
the most difficult and expensive phase of
elimination, overall international funding
has declined. This shortfall is already
forcing countries to scale back proven
interventions, increasing the risk of
resurgence and reversing hard-won

gain:

ln Asla Paclﬁc, the impact is especially

control and effective case
have been essential to the achievements
of the past years, it was the vaccines that
marked a significant breakthrough. Dr.
Das says “Both RTS,S and the newer R21
vaccines represent important milestones.
Large-scale pilot implementations in
Africa have shown that RTS,S, When
delivered through routine i

ed in high-burden areas that
face persistent socla] and logistical
challenges, including those prevalent
among mobile and migrant populations
and geographically remote communities.
Such groups are particularly vulnerable
because they often have limited access to
health services and are difficult to reach
with ¢ ional malaria control

systems, can reduce severe malaria and
contribute to measurable declines in child
mortality. R21 has shown comparable or
higher efficacy in controlled trials.”

These vaccines have understandably
been prioritised for rollout in Africa,
where the burden of Plasmodium
falciparum malaria and childhood
mortality is highest. The countries in the
Asia Pacific and the APLMA are actively
evaluating how these vaccines could
complement existing tools for targetted
implementation.

The recent WHO report indicates that
while artemisinin resistance has emerged
as a serious threat to global malaria
control, it has not yet been established in
India. Artemisinin-based combination
therapies remain the go-to first line of
treatment as they are still highly effective.

India, which otherwise has a huge
anti-microbial resistance burden on the
other hand, “has taken a precautionary
approach by institutionalising regular

measures.

Dr. Das suggests that a fundamental
shift in how malaria elimination is
financed and owned is required. Global
funding will remain important, but it can
no longer carry the full burden. National
agencies must step up to fill the existing
funding gaps, which the APLMA supports
by strengthening budget advocacy efforts
and building evidence-based investment
cases.

Dr. Das adds: “This is not simply a cost,
but an investment. Evidence consistently
shows that every dollar invested in
malaria elimination delivers multiple
dollars in economic return through
reduced healthcare costs, increased
productivity, and stronger community
resilience. Conversely, underinvestment
at this stage is far more expensive:
resurgence, emergency responses, and
avoidable dea!hs carry a heavy and
recurring price.
(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)

Is the Asia-Pacific on track towards elimination of Malaria by 20307?

T TREAT-URM &85 2030 9% Hafar 3@ &1 fezn & a8t urf i 82

The World Malaria Report 2025, launched in December, provided a bag of mixed news, five

years ahead of the 2030 malaria elimination deadline.

fay waifear Raid 2025, 2 feiar & SIRY fvan T, = 2030 #afvar @ & IHg-Hwr |
g a9 ygd feh-Se wek uqd &1
While the reduction in estimated cases in southeast Asia provided definite hope, of serious
concern were rising cases of resistance to artemisinin-based frontline treatment for
malaria, and falling funding for malaria programmes.

et gfgmor-qd gRrr 7 sraTd
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Experts say that a fundal
shift in how malaria
elimination is financed it
required. National agenc
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at this stage is far more
expensive, they say

AW H St A T 3 uer ot a8t e fafifa-
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Notably, it is the Asia Pacific region that posted much of the good news.

FU,
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The significant reduction was driven by 10 of the region’s 17 malaria-endemic countries,
bringing estimated cases down from over 9.6 million in 2023 to approximately 8.9 million in
2024.

Ig AUl B! & P 17 HaARar-yurfaa ¢xn & | 10 =N & HRU 3, R srwfa aa
2023 # 9.6 fifera | SifRre T geH 2024 H w1u 8.9 fafera= 5 1w

The major reduction in estimated cases happened in Pakistan, and historic lows were
reported in Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam, the second year running.

SFHITI T B T ol S UTpeT B gl a8 T, 3R i, wrei tEiar 3R
ﬁwmﬁtﬁmﬁwwwwmw,%mmaﬁw|

Among the successes being platformed against one of the most crucial emerging threats
against malaria treatment also comes from this region, with the Greater Mekong
Subregion’s success in tackling antimalarial drug resistance finding mention in the
report.

AR TR & fAg IR Tad HEaqul Wkl & T U & HbIaa UK B1 I Jat G ardrsit
¥, Fex AP IUGT GRT CEHaRad gar ufeRiy F e d fireh gweaar &1 S Hi Raid
¥ fpar T gl

Asia Pacific Leaders Malaria Alliance (APLMA)
wRr y=id ded wafar Taryd (APLMA)

The Asia Pacific Leaders Malaria Alliance (APLMA) unites 22 governments that are
committed to the goal of eliminating malaria by 2030.

TRar y=iid ey AT TARY (APLMA) 22 TRBRI 6! Thale HRdl 8, ST 2030 9F
AR I F @67 & Ul ufies T

Sarthak Das, CEO, APLMA, says the “Asia Pacific region has made tremendous
progress over the past two decades, but it is not entirely on track to meet the 2030
malaria elimination target.”

A1d@ g™, CEO, APLMA, %8 & o “uiRrar u=rid &= A s g gzl | St wifa
1 8, Afh=T 9% 2030 & TANTT e A&d P T g gTa He1 P Ig WA 81

He goes on to explain the current position: “Progress continues to stay uneven — while

some countries have experienced a resurgence of cases, others reported substantial

declines, and several have successfully attained malaria-free status.”
W@ﬁﬁmﬁ@aﬁﬁ% “TATTS SRTH &1 §5 & — ﬂﬂg—w%‘«’ﬁﬁmﬁrﬁ

EFl'\T&ﬂT-I'g'GIT% aﬁm%@%aﬁ@'—ﬂuﬁﬂa—eaﬁﬁ% K o )

o fRufa wraa #5181

Sri Lanka, China, and most recently Timor-Leste have demonstrated that malaria

elimination is achievable with sustained political commitment and consistent delivery.

Seter, 1 i T &1 2 RR-AR 7 7% iRl Fl & o emae oA T ok

fRaR srafaaa & a1y gafar 9@ 94a 8|

However, Dr. Das points out that these successes coexist with a conceming plateauing of

progress and, in particular, reversal in larger, more complex settings.

gIaTifp, BT, 319 U8 3fd axd © & 3 Ihaan Wifd & 38314 3R Ry U 3 98 3R it
wfed ufvezal ® i get of Riaeqe fRfd & wy $8-siaa 4 8|

He explains that significant risks still persist, primarily due to two major challenges:
securing sustainable long-term financing and ensuring last-mile execution in high-
burden countries.

98 9dd & b Heayqul SiRad 3@ ot 99 §U §, J&Ic: &t W TAferdl & BHRUT: GrdaTiors
mﬁﬁﬁwgﬁ%msﬁ?ﬁ:mmﬁ%&ﬁﬁaﬁwwwwm
o) |

“The challenges more often are in ensuring disciplined last-mile programme delivery,
which is further compounded by the increasing financing shortfalls.

el g g Sifed-oRR erfew fraraas gRfEd &7 7 8 8, e sed fasiia
SRR I N S S 23 B

The report shows that only about 42% of global malaria financing needs were met in 2024,
and funding cuts in 2025 have widened this gap further.
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3R 2025 W BT Heledt 7 37 IR BT 3R T¢I fea g

But is the elimination goal within target at all.

AP T I BT A& IRad | JHg-A & iR B

In fact, India has set itself the target of achieving zero indigenous cases of malaria by
2027, ahead of the 2030 target.

I B, WIRE 3 2030 ¥ eT A TR, 2027 TP HARAT & T TSR ATHA! BT U HA &l
g FrefRa R 21

Dr. Das says India’s target is ambitious, but attainable.
ST, T $5d & [ YR $T 969 HgaTdmian ¢, AfeT ure faar o a3

“India has made extraordinary progress since 2015, achieving steep reductions in cases
and deaths, with many districts sustaining zero transmission for multiple years.

mﬁzmsﬁmmwﬁraﬂ% amEl 3R g A fa HHt s1iie o 8, 3R o8 forar o
®3 qul ab X HHHUT 51 381 81

India has also demonstrated proof-of-concept for elimination through indigenous
projects,” he said.

IEH BT {6 YRA 7 Tt ulaisHrsi & A ¥ @ o1 sqagrdan of vefid @i 21

However, recent data shows that progress has plateaued and cases have even
rebounded in parts of the country, indicating that India is currently off the elimination
trajectory required to meet the 2027 milestone.

STy, gIferaT JHidhg gxifd 8 fop Wi 3gx 715 § iR 3% & o el o wryenl & fpr @
3fS g5 2, o I8 I 3aT & 5 YR A | 2027 %ﬁa%waﬁaﬁmaﬂﬁ%ﬁm
STIRD A U A TEX 8

From Control to Elimination

=T @ e a

Dr. Das explains that to make the leap from control to elimination, three shifts are
essential.

&7, 3N §ard | & frasor @ S9eH &t Sai @M & e 99 9earg SmaRas g |

“First, surveillance must become the central intervention.

“gger, FRI Y Ha gl a1 ghm |

India needs real-time, case-based surveillance everywhere — including systematic
reporting from the private sector, defence services, railways and urban health systems,
so that every infection is detected, classified and responded to rapidly.”

YRA B g I aRATa® THY, ATHA-MeRd R &} siazgadr & — forad feft é,
T&IT JaTaii, ¥e1d 3R e} Wy yunferdl | wafyd feaifd wnfia 81, a1 g3 deedor &1
T T S b, S/ aifpd fomar o | 3N 2w ufafsear § = 9|

Secondly, he adds: “Today, five States and the northeast account for nearly 80% of the
malaria burden. ]

T, I SNSA B: “31T, Ui e SR YaTeR & T 80% WAl YR & o RideR B
Success will depend on focused, project-mode execution in these remaining hotspots,
while near-elimination States must invest in preventing resurgence.’

el 39 Y glcwicy § dfgd, uRaremn-smenfyd frarags ) MRk w3l Jafe I=ge
¥ T UE I B gERRITE D F % we gk

Thirdly, the continuity of financing and operational discipline must be restored.

JR, faataor #t fARaRar oiR uRarasT SR &1 gA: Rafid fasar S anfeul

India must treat malaria elimination as a time-bound national mission, with
accountability, sharp targeting and sustained investment through the last mile.

YR DI AARAT I B TIITS iR & w9 d u1 91fey, forad saradst, adte
aedfiwRor 3R sifaw SR a@ AR M gl

Vaccines for malaria

wafvar & fig s
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o While factors such as surveillance, vector control and effective case management have
been essential to the achievements of the past years, it was the vaccines that marked a
significant breakthrough.

R, e fFRiEor SR yUTd 9 yaue o RS TS aul & Iudisrl & o
3T 3 8, EAPI 1 81 Hewayqul Al B! Fafgd fobar|

. Dr Das says “Both RTS,S and the newer R21 vaccines represent important milestones.
&1, TN $Ed § & “RTS,S 3R 741 R21 &1, <1 Ageayuf Hid & U=R g

e Large-scale pilot implementations in Africa have shown that RTS,S, when delivered through
routine immunisation systems, can reduce severe malaria and contribute to measurable
declines in child mortality.
WIHT § 93 UM W URIele Hri-ag- = fe@mn § & RTs, s, 9 fArafira derewor yonferat
% T @ o el 2, 1 iR TR B B B GHd1 @ IR T e o § WO
A FHAT B

¢ R21 has shown comparable or higher efficacy in controlled trials.”
R21 3 frrafaa wheon & qam a1 Siftre yHrae ar i 21

e These vaccines have understandably been prioritised for rollout in Africa, where the burden
of Plasmodium falciparum malaria and childhood mortality is highest.

g Aol Bl WIHITde U J 3IPYPT § AN R I Urfiiehdl &1 T §, we] WRAISaH
BTRTIH AARar 3R a1 Jog &R &1 a1 9ad 31fde §1

e The countries in the Asia Pacific and the APLMA are actively evaluating how these vaccines
could complement existing tools for targeted implementation.

TR y=Id & < 3R APLMA Sfthd U 3 98 Jei HR 8 & (& J <idb aferd erai-aa
& g Hieger areAl & W HY 79 THhd ¢

e The recent WHO report indicates that while artemisinin resistance has emerged as a
serious threat to global malaria control, it has not yet been established in India.

g1 Bt WHO Rl sardt & f Siel smefafifem uferiy af¥ye wafvar faasror & forg vk
W & U T I €, 61 I8 WRa A onft wifta At g 81

¢ Artemisinin-based combination therapies remain the go-to first line of treatment as they
are still hlghly effective.

e TR TGS SUER 319 +ff wyH Ui &1 SR & gU & Fiife 3 reafiie
) |

Protozoan disease

e Malaria: It is caused by Plasmodium Parasite. Mostly it is caused by plasmodium vivax and
plasmodium falciparum.

e  The mode of transmission is a vector.

e The associated vector is female anopheles mosquitoes

e The cycle of Malaria: First infected mosquito which has plasmodium in its body- then this female
anopheles mosquitoes bite uninfected person- plasmodium enter into the blood and blood will transfer it
into the liver- growth of plasmodium will take place in the liver- Now it will start infecting the
RBC and then multiplication starts- RBCs will burst- this will lead to plasmodium being
released in the blood in large number. It will cause high intermittent fever.
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Thyroid testing should be driven by clinical
suspicion, not isolated symptoms, say doctors

Athira Elssa Johnson

The thyroid is a small,
butterfly-shaped gland located at
the front of the neck, but its
influence extends across nearly
every system in the body. It
produces two hormones —
thyroxine (T4) and
triiodothyronine (T3) that regulate
metabolism and determine how
fast or slow the body functions.

“These hormones influence the
speed of our organs and directly
affect heart rate, digestion, energy
levels and body temperature,” said
Pearlsy Grace Rajan, senior
consultant, internal medicine, Rela
Hospital, Chennai. In this sense,
she explained, the thyroid acts as a
metabolic regulator, keeping the
body’s systems in balance.

When thyroid hormone levels
fluctuate, the effects are felt across
the body, influencing on
metabolism, menstrual cycles and
even mood. According to Usha
Ayyagari, senior consultant,
endocrinology and diabetes care,
Apollo Speciality Hospitals, OMR,
Chennai, thyroid hormones act on
virtually every cell. They regulate
energy use, growth, digestion and
temperature, making their role
fundamental to overall health.

Thyroid disorders broadly
present as either an underactive

—a\ \¥ =

Risk alert: Casual testing based on advice from friends, social media or unverified
sources is a growing concern among clinicians. GETTY IMAGES

gland (hypothyroidism) or an
overactive one (hyperthyroidism),
each associated with a distinct set
of symptoms.

Hypothyroidism may cause
persistent fatigue, weight gain,
feeling cold, constipation, dry skin,
thinning hair, low mood, memory
difficulties and a slowed heart rate.
Hyperthyroidism can lead to
weight loss despite a good
appetite, palpitations, tremors,
anxiety, excessive sweating, heat
intolerance, sleep disturbance,
loose stools and menstrual
irregularities. Neck swelling or
goitre may be seen in some cases.

The difficulty, doctors say, lies
in the fact that many of these
symptoms are common in modern

life. Ravikiran Muthuswamy,
endocrinologist, senior consultant,
SIMS Hospital, Chennai, said the
thyroid remains one of the most
misunderstood organs in clinical
practice. “Many people walk into
the clinic already convinced they
have a thyroid problem, even
before any tests are done,” he said.

When it comes to symptoms,
“the overlap is huge,” said Dr.
Ravikiran. Stress, poor sleep,
dietary issues and lack of physical
activity can also produce identical
complaints, leading people to
suspect thyroid disease even when
hormone levels are normal.

Dr. Pearlsy noted that this
overlap is a key reason thyroid
problems are frequently over

diagnosed. Dr. Usha added that in
women, peri-menopausal and
post-menopausal symptoms
further blur the picture, as they
often resemble thyroid-related
complaints.

Doctors stress that thyroid
testing should be driven by clinical
suspicion rather than by isolated
symptoms or general health
packages. “After evaluation, testing
is useful when there is genuine
suspicion, not curiosity,” Dr. Usha
said. She pointed out that marginal
or borderline abnormalities are
frequently detected during routine
health check-ups and must be
interpreted carefully by a
healthcare professional.

Costs of excess

Casual testing based on advice
from friends, social media or
unverified sources is a growing
concern among clinicians. “A
slightly abnormal number does not
automatically mean disease,” Dr.
Ravikiran said. Dr. Pearlsy warned
that misinterpretation of reports
can result in anxiety, repeated
investigations and avoidable
treatment.

At the same time, doctors
caution that genuine cases of
thyroid disease should not be
ignored.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

Thyroid testing should be driven by clinical suspicion, not isolated symptoms,
say doctors

YRRTTS Wid Sad SeT-YelT A&UI & YR R 81, afewp foai~ropd ddg
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Thyroid and its role in the body

YTRITS 3R IRR & 39! YfireT

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

The thyroid is a small, butterfly-shaped gland located at the front

of the neck, but its influence extends across nearly every system i
in the body. yeven sy Thyroid is a small,

CIRNECRCAEERCECIE I L R AR RS C LS A butterfly-shaped gland
BIaT 8, A SHHT YHTT IRR BT TRIUIT g WO ach B gial gl
It produces two hormones — thyroxine (T4) and triiodothyronine located at the front
(T3) that regulate metabolism and determine how fast or slow the of the neck

body functions.

Tg 1 BT — YTIRTGA (T4) 3R TESMAS IR (T3) S
8, o Aeraifered &l Fufid ovd € 3R U8 a0 &4 & [ WK fbait
vt o efieft fa | B B

“These hormones influence the speed of our organs and directly
affect heart rate, digestion, energy levels and body
temperature,” said Pearlsy Grace Rajan, senior consultant, internal
medicine, Rela Hospital, Chennai.

<} I gHR 3T 1 T Y THIRIT BRa & 3R e gaa 7f, urem,
Folf TR 3R TR & AU B UHIfdd Bd 8, U1 Hei g Ul

In this sense, she explained, the thyroid acts as a metabolic
regulator, keeping the body’s systems in balance.

29 o |, I THIT fob UTRITE U WeTalierd Wee” & ave H1 &dl §, S IRR Bt
gunferdt &1 Hged 8 X@d |

When thyroid hormone levels fluctuate, the effects are felt across the body, influencing
metabolism, menstrual cycles and even mood.

T YRRITS A & TR & SqR-9eId gidl §, dl 39 UHd R IR A AggH 81 §, ot
Aeraiterss, i o T o et a@ % Feean &) f 1vifdd a B

According to Usha Ayyagari, senior consultant, endocrinology and diabetes care, Apollo
Speciality Hospitals, OMR, Chennai, thyroid hormones act on virtually every cell.

IUT TR, TR e, TelhIarel 3R ST IR, Jare WRMRi e,
STHIR, %a%%aﬁtw YERTTS BT THTHAT 8% BIRIHT R 1 edl |

They regulate energy use, growth, digestion and temperature, making their role
fundamental to overall health.

Y Sl SUTNT, i, TR MR A0 &1 Hafid wrd €, SR 37! e a9y @ed &
ﬁqmws‘rwﬂ%

Types of thyroi.d disorders
YRGS fABRI & THR

Thyroid disorders broadly present as either an underactive gland (hypothyroidism) or an
overactive one (hyperthyroidism), each associated with a distinct set of symptoms.

YRRITE f[APR AMRIG: 1l HH Alhd U (FTUTIRRTASSH) A1 3w aferd Uty
gﬂstlwmmﬁ',\—rq)%wﬁﬂmﬁ A g, ﬁmﬁmémﬂa&wﬁmmwwm
|

Hypothyroidism may cause persistent fatigue, weight gain, feeling cold, constipation,
dry sKkin, thlnnlng hair, low mood, memory difficulties and a slowed heart rate.

% PRI TITAR YT, T T&1T, 3 T, Hovi, [P T, JTell BT
T BT, B e, Wﬁrﬂmeﬁva{qnﬁmeﬂmmaw%
Hyperthyroidism can lead to weight loss despite a good appetite, palpitations, tremors,
anxiety, excessive sweating, heat intolerance, sleep disturbance, loose stools and
menstrual |rregular|t|es

R & HRUT ST Y@ & FIae[g aoi B BT, YSH dg-11, Hu, i,
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Neck swelling or goitre may be seen in some cases.

%0 HHE! § 1T W gor ar g i 31 o Iha 2|

Challenges in diagnosis

e o

The difficulty, doctors say, lies in the fact that many of these symptoms are common in
modern life.

SiqeR! BT HET & b BidIs 39 a | § [ 390 A Ps @610 3y~ siia= d =y 2|
Ravikiran Muthuswamy, endocrinologist, senior consultant, SIMS Hospital, Chennai, said
the thyroid remains one of the most misunderstood organs in clinical practice.

Ifafpvor gyEanit, tSiftiarione, TAER dHece, SIMS giRbed, 995 - &gl [ YRRIIS
wﬁ%ﬁwﬁ%ﬁaﬁ@wmm@aﬁmﬁﬂﬁ@w%

“Many people walk into the clinic already convinced they have a thyroid problem, even
before any tests are done,” he said.

‘g AN S il o1 & &1 oo B 98 AFaR 311d ¢ fob 3 JYTIRIGS 3t 9HET §,” 36
Dhell

When it comes to symptoms, “the overlap is huge,” said Dr. Ravikiran.

TN B} I X Y, “ZIH a5 iU Sfavay g, 7. Iafawor A FEil

Stress, poor sleep, dietary issues and lack of physical activity can also produce identical
complaints, leading people to suspect thyroid disease even when hormone levels are
normal.

G, W19 i, ATER Aadh Tavamd R IRife fafafy it ot off o= Riend s
FX hdl g, o AT gTHIA TR AT g1 TR 4t ARRTaE I &1 Tdg d O g

Dr. Pearlsy noted that this overlap is a key reason thyroid problems are frequently
overdlagnosed

ST, U A 5amr i a8} Sfiaray UrRigs wHwansft & R 3if¥re figM 81 &1 te v
HRU G

Dr. Usha added that in women, peri-menopausal and post-menopausal symptoms further
qur the picture, as they often resemble thyroid-related complaints.

1. 31 A el o afgansft # 9fy-AAuiere 3k Tive-AUIad A&01 aik $I 3R ged R
34 8, i 3 3RR YTaRTaS W wefta Rremdl 98 T €

Doctors stress that thyroid testing should be driven by clinical suspicion rather than by
isolated symptoms or general health packages.

Eiaedl BT IR ¢ & urRige i feafed Tdg & SMUR | g1 =1fe, 7 3 sremt-yert
IO AT AT T AFell & MR W

“After evaluation, testing is useful when there is genuine suspicion, not curiosity,” Dr. Usha
said.

i & dle, Sird a9 IuART 8t € oid arafa® Wee o), 7 & Faa formm,” Sf. 3w 3
Dhell

She pointed out that marginal or borderline abnormalities are frequently detected during
routine health check-ups and must be interpreted carefully by a healthcare professional.

I5iA sam for WTd a1 STSTarsT AT SRR frafia Wy Si™ & SR U1 Sl
2 3R 3 e fagivy gRT Qrauriyde THe ST @mfeul

Costs of excess

TP Sig &t HHAd

Casual testing based on advice from friends, social media or unverified sources is a
growing concern among clinicians.

e, Arere Hifsar gt Sy Sl ©F Jde R B T8 e RHe o Rfedd! & ag
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o “A slightly abnormal number does not automatically mean disease,” Dr. Ravikiran said.
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o Dr. Pearlsy wamed that misinterpretation of reports can result in anxiety, repeated

mvestl?atlons and avoidable treatment.

3 2arat & for Fraid 3t e suren 2 fRidn, IR-ER W™ 3R O o 96 ard

IUAR Bl & B

e At the same time, doctors caution that genuine cases of thyroid disease should not be

ignored.
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‘Secondary particulate matter is the
top cause of Delhi winter’s pollution’

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A synthesis of studies on
the causes of air pollution
in Delhi, sought by the
Commission for Air Quali-
ty Management (CAQM) in
the National Capital Re-
gion, has found that the
largest contributor to win-
ter pollution is secondary
particulate matter at 27%,
followed by transport at
23%, biomass burning at
20% including municipal
solid waste and crop-resi-
due burning, dust at 15%
and industry at 9%.

“While conducting the
meta-analysis, the primary
focus has been to bring a
uniform and unanimous
opinion on air pollution
sources to help bridge the
gap between existing data
and actionable policies,”
the CAQM said in the re-
port made public late on
Wednesday.

The report does not
identify any new sources of
pollution. Experts com-
piled existing studies after
the Supreme Court, on Ja-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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People commute on their vehicles amid smog on a cold winter
morning in New Delhi on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

nuary 6, directed the
CAQM to prepare a report
and place on record the
“major causes of worsen-
ing AQI” in the region.

Different approaches

However, the report notes
that most studies had used
“differing approaches” to
analyse sources of pollu-
tion. It also indicated that a
new emissions inventory
and a source apportion-
ment study are on the an-
vil, to be prepared by the
Automotive Research Asso-
ciation of India, Pune, In-

dian Institute of Technolo-
gy Delhi, The Energy
Resources Institute, and
the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology,
Pune. The studies will be
prepared with 2026 as the
base year.

In late 2024, the CAQM
had suspended the use of
the Decision Support Sys-
tem for policy purposes,
citing its inability to accu-
rately forecast sharp drops
in air quality.

Source apportionment
studies identify activities
that release chemicals
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such as nitrous oxides, sul-
phur dioxide and volatile
organic compounds,
which constitute primary
particulate matter that can
cause disease when in-
haled or absorbed through
the skin. Secondary partic-
ulate matter forms when
these primary particulates
interact in the atmosphere.
This interaction is large-
ly driven by the presence
of ammonia. The CAQM re-
port also refers to the role
of ammonia. “SO2 emis-
sions (primarily from coal
combustion and brick
kilns) undergo oxidation
on aerosol surfaces and
gas-phase reactions...
forming sulfuric acid
(H2S04). Further, NOx
emissions undergo photo-
chemical and nocturnal
oxidation to form nitric
acid (HNO3). Both H2S504
and HNO3 react with am-
monia (NH3) to form am-
monium sulfate and am-
monium nitrate aerosols.”
Nearly 25% to 60% of total
PM2.5 is composed of
these sulphates and ni-
trates, the study notes.
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‘Secondary particulate matter is the top cause of Delhi winter’s pollution’

fetas our uerd fewht 1 wfdal & uguur &1 ygE R

¢ A synthesis of studies on the causes of air pollution in Delhi, sought by the Commission for
Air Quality Management (CAQM) in the National Capital Region, has found that the largest
contributor to winter pollution is secondary particulate matter at 27%, followed by transport
at 23%, biomass burning at 20% including municipal solid waste and crop-residue
burning, dust at 15% and industry at 9%.
P IS & H 9T [UTeaT YU ST (CAQM) R A T faeelt | a1g Uguor &
HRUN TR T & Taver B Ui 71 fob it & ugwor & o 981 TG feedtad wor
uerdf &1 27% 2, TUF a1C UNAET 23%, TRVHNT STAMT 20% (SR TRUTRIST 31 HaRT
3R BIA-TRAY AT M 8), Y 15% 3R IeRT 9% &

e “While conducting the meta-analysis, the primary focus has been to bring a uniform and
unanimous opinion on air pollution sources to help bridge the gap between existing data
and actionable policies,” the CAQM said in the report made public late on Wednesday.

“TeT-faauur HRd Ty Tfie I5RT a1g UGl & Aidi IR They 3R Jawd I S
wﬁﬁw%ﬁwﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%aﬁaaﬁﬁﬁwmﬁmmmﬁ
FUTR R [T D HI T5 KU & FHall

e The report does not identify any new sources of pollution.
ROrE o ugwor & fbed ot 1T | &) vga e @l T 21

o Experts compiled existing studies after the Supreme Court, on January 6, directed the
CAQM to prepare a report and place on record the “major causes of worsening AQI” in the
region.

6 S-a & G FI GRT CAQM & &3 T “faiTsa AQl & TR HRUN” R RUIE FR IR
RIS TR TT BT e g & 15 A= A HiaT Sregei &1 abferd b

Different approaches
fafts

o However, the report notes that most studies had used “differing approaches” to analyse
sources of pollution.

gTetifep, Faid & a1 T & b SifiieeTer sreqmt 3 UgWUT & Hid T fazawuy 31 & forg «fRafdm
TP AT E

e It also indicated that a new emissions inventory and a source apportionment study are
on the anvil, to be prepared by the Automotive Research Association of India, Pune,
Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, The Energy Resources Institute, and the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune
99 Tg ft o fean man § fs wvhqsﬁ 3R T Hid faUTS 3reqa=T TRafad g, forg
ferfea frae Taiiee 3w iEan, qor, HRd meifiet =i fiwd, g wsff
e $feeye, ok URdla Swrefeadta wiay fagm S, qot gRT R faar s

o The studies will be prepared with 2026 as the base year.
3 SHETTT 2026 B YR T AR TIR fHT ST |

o In late 2024, the CAQM had suspended the use of the Decision Support System for policy
purposes, citing its inability to accurately forecast sharp drops in air quality.
2024 & 3id H CAQM A Hifd Ie=dl & fort FEHeT |uid Ried & U o1 Feifad &= fean
T, Fifb T8 IR T[uraa § ool fRTaC &1 ¥l Garga™ o o s o)

Source apportionment

e Source apportionment studies identify activities that release chemicals such as nitrous
oxides, sulphur dioxide and volatile organic compounds, which constitute primary
particulate matter that can cause disease when inhaled or absorbed through the skin.

g fAUTS 3remae 3 TR Pt uga $Rd § off ATgey SHTaIss, Teb SIg3ATaaIss
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e Secondary particulate matter forms when these primary particulates interact in the
atmosphere.
9 I TS HUT qgHEd H IRER o1 #vd &, 9 fgdia® &ur ugrd a1 8|

e This interaction is largely driven by the presence of ammonia.
T8 IRER foba o 0 ¥ eriferar &t Iufufa ¥ Tenferd gt 81

e The CAQM report also refers to the role of ammonia.
cAQM @ Rard & srmiferar o yftyet o 1t Seeia fovar w3

e “S02 emissions (primarily from coal combustion and brick kilns) undergo oxidation on
aerosol surfaces and gas-phase reactions... forming sulfuric acid (H2S04). Further, NOx
emissions undergo photochemical and nocturnal oxidation to form nitric acid (HNO3). Both
H2S04 and HNO3 react with ammonia (NH3) to form ammonium sulfate and ammonium
nitrate aerosols.”
“S02 JeHel- (IT: P g8 3R 3¢ Yel T) WIAF gl W ATRIHROT 3R TR-TROT
Wuﬁmﬁﬁ@wmm (H2504) S 81 38 3felTd] NOx st YehIgl-
RS 3R IARBIA ARG § Argfesd TS (HNO3) 91 & | H2S04 3R HNO3 gHf
ST (NH3) & 1 3ififsrar o gy Tetbe 3R ATy Argee e §1d g 1”

o Nearly 25% to 60% of total PM2.5 is composed of these sulphates and nitrates, the study
notes.

s{%ﬂ;ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂ%%gﬁpmz5maﬂm25voﬁso%%ws%ﬁmeﬁ?=r@2v®
Cgll |

A dangerous march towards a Himalayan ecocide

n 2025, which saw nearly 331 days of

near-continuous climate impacts, the

human cost was staggering: over 4,000

deaths attributed to climate-induced
disasters in 2025 alone, with Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand bearing the heaviest toll. Towns
such as Dharali, Harsil, Uttarkashi, Chamoli,
Kullu, Mandi and Kishtwar were ravaged by
sudden cloudbursts, landslides, and avalanches
that morphed into deadly flash floods,
obliterating lives and livelihoods.

This onslaught of scorching heat, catastrophic
floods and land subsidence appears to be the new
normal. And yet, how does one explain the
government's decision to endanger Dharali and
Harsil — areas recently devastated by an
avalanche-turned-flash-flood — by pushing
forward a massive infrastructure project that
would fell nearly 7,000 Devdar trees and
countless native species?

Pushing infrastructure in a disaster zone
On November 12, the Uttarakhand Forest
Department approved the felling of these trees,
diverting 43 hectares of forest land for the Char
Dham road-widening project, with 10 hectares
meant for muck dumping. This decision again
relies on the flawed DL-PS (double-lane with
paved shoulder) standard that mandates a
12-metre paved surface in an area demonstrably
prone to disasters.

The region, located north of the Main Central
Thrust (MCT), is classified as a critical zone where
major infrastructure is explicitly discouraged.
There are also hanging glaciers and the area is fed
by the Gangotri, one of the world’s fastest
receding glaciers, which sustains several
unstable, moraine-laden glaciers in the valley.
One of these glacier avalanches contributed to
the disaster in Dharali.

This raises a pivotal and urgent question: what
is the true value of these trees for this region?

The Devdar (Deodar) forests are crucial
ecological assets in the delicate Himalayan
landscape. Their extensive root systems stabilise
slopes, prevent landslides and serve as natural
barriers against ava]anches and glacial debns
flows, downstream ie:
These forests are also essential for the water
quality of the Ganga. This is important as they are
situated within the Bhagirathi Eco-Sensitive Zone,
a nearly 4,000-square-kilometre buffer that was
established in 2012 to protect the river’s last
pristine stretch.

The unique antimicrobial qualities of Devdar
trees (from terpenoids, essential oils, and
phenolic compounds found in the wood, bark
and resin) fundamentally influence river ecology.
As leaf litter and organic material enter mountain
streams, they inhibit harmful bacteria while
promoting the development of beneficial
microbial communities, resulting in a naturally
regulated, biologically active river system,
especially in the upper reaches where industrial
pollution remains limited.

These forests also maintain cooler
microclimates, regulate water temperature in
snowmelt-fed streams, and help sustain dissolved
oxygen levels essential for aquatic life.
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Deforestation would trigger warmer air and
water, reduced oxygen, diminished
bacteriophage activity, and an irreversible shift in
the river’s ecological character. This is why the
Supreme Court, in its judgment, discouraged the
felling of precious deodar trees in the area.
However, recent proposals by forest
departments suggest “translocating” these
ancient trees — an ecologically flawed notion.
Uprooting centuries-old Devdars is tantamount to
cutting them down. Their complex, site-specific
ecological functions cannot be replicated
elsewhere, and no suitable alternative terrain
exists. Their preservation is not a matter of
convenience but of environmental necessity.

A project built on falsehoods

The Char Dham Road Widening Project has been
built on falsehoods. Its execution is a case study
in how not to build in the Himalayas. This is
evident in the bypassmg of a comprehensive

Er | Impact A through
project fragmentation, the adoption of an
incorrect road-width standard contrary to its own
mandate, the destabilising practice of vertical
hill-cutting on fragile slopes, and the
indiscriminate dumping of muck in vital water
sources.

These are the consequences — along the nearly
700 kilometres of widened road, over 800 active
landslide zones have emerged. Key border routes
have been closed for extended periods, and the
government’s touted “all-weather road” is now
derisively called an “all-paidal (all-pedal”) road by
locals.

To prevent such damage, the government
needed only to regulate road width and prioritise
stability over excessive widening, as warned by
experts. Yet the Union Minister’s recently
proposed remedy, which is belated and
inadequate — to retrofit slopes with Swiss
fibreglass bolts and wire mesh — comes eight
years after large-scale destabilisation.

The fundamental failure lies not in the absence
of reinforcement, but in the original engineering
decision to execute excessively steep hill cuts.
Cutting slopes at angles that violate the natural
“angle of repose” of Himalayan geology is a
profound act of either ignorance or hubris. No
amount of anchoring later can rectify this
intrinsic flaw that was engineered into the
landscape from the outset.

The Union Government’s current
developmental initiatives directly contradict a key
policy framework: the National Mission for
Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE).
Approved in 2014 under the National Action Plan
on Climate Change, the NMSHE was established
to protect the fragile Himalayan ecology. Its
mandate includes monitoring glaciers and
biodiversity, mmg,aung na[uml hazards and
securing ds for E . 1
communities. It was designed to build scientific
capacity and guide policymakers toward
genuinely sustainable development.

The government, therefore, owes the nation a
clear explanation on why its actions violate its
own flagship environmental policy. When
Devbhoomi (the land of the gods) is turned against
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the Devdaaru, which are believed to be abodes of
the deities, this is not development. It is a
profound betmyal of traditional culture, ecology
and scientific reason. Better sense must prevail,
and those who enable these prejudiced,
mindless, and disaster-prone projects must be
held accountable.

The vulnerability of the Himalayan - one of
the world’s most climate-sensitive landscapes — is
escalating. The current snowless winters and
raging forest fires in this area resonate with the
conclusion of a recent study, revealing that
high-altitude areas have been warming 50% faster
than the global average since 1950. This
accelerated warming means extreme weather
events such as the Dharali disaster will become
increasingly frequent and severe.

If border security, connectivity and national
interest are our true objectives, then disaster
resilience must take precedence over
disaster-prone infrastructure. This is not a matter
of ideology; it is a scientific, ecological, and
economic necessity.

The primary catalyst for disasters is unsafe
land use: cutting into unstable slopes for wide
highways, drilling massive tunnels without
adequate geological surveys, and constructing
large-scale hydropower projects. These activities
have been repeatedly flagged by the National
Green Tribunal and other bodies. Crucially, the
clearance of deodar forests removes the natural
anchors that bind fragile soils, directly
accelerating erosion and amplifying the risk of
landslides and floods.

‘While this development provides the fuse,
climate change acts as a powerful “risk
multiplier.” It intensifies the threat by creating
erratic rainfall patterns, supercharging weather
events and accelerating glacial melt. This leads to
a dangerous “water peak phase” of increased
run-off and catastrophic flash floods, which, once
the glaciers have fully retreated, inevitably gives
way to a prolonged phase of water scarcity and
drought.

These physical pressures are compounded by
unsustainable human behaviours, including
unregulated tourism, unchecked vehicular traffic
in fragile zones, and the absence of carrying
capacity assessments or functional solid waste
management plans. These symptoms point to
deeper, systemic governance failures: a persistent
prioritisation of short-term, economic gains over
long-term disaster resilience, and a chronic
inability to plan and implement genuine,
science-based sustainable development policies.

The subcontinent’s foundation

This ground reality solidifies the axiom that
“without the Himalayas, there is no India.” The
range is more than just a geographical entity; it is
the very foundation of the subcontinent’s
existence. The Himalayas have shaped India into
a fertile and habitable land, while also forging a
syncretic cultural identity as enduring and
majestic as the mountains themselves. The
continuing sequence of disasters in the Himalayas
is a non-negotiable lesson in earth system science
and a loud reminder that India exists because of
the Himalaya.
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A dangerous march towards a Himalayan ecocide

fearerdt urikfRufae) faamr #1 3R v @avaTs |

e In 2025, which saw nearly 331 days of near-
continuous climate impacts, the human cost was
staggering, with over 4,000 deaths attributed to
climate-induced disasters in 2025 alone, with
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand bearing the
heaviest toll.

2025 T, S5 TTHT 331 AT a9 @ WRT fFRaR Sieary) -
YUTT 2@ TG, W &e e WaTag €, Ha 2025 ;
¥ gl ey - 3muersit & HRUT 4,000 H 3ifis ‘
o g3, o femrae wewT ofk SRS &) 9ad it |
B I UST| ; , 5

e Towns such as Dharali, Harsil, Uttarkashi, Chamoli, ce Apron CHiff-Banded Hanging Glacier
Kullu, Mandi and Kishtwar were ravaged by sudden cloudbursts, landslides, and
avalanches that morphed into deadly flash floods, obliterating lives and livelihoods.

 TEre, o, Hel 3R RPRAars o TR ST SIed Be,
wmaﬁ?%mmﬁms‘lw S UTa® TR WIS § §ad U SR s aur
STt BI 1Y R e

e There are also hanging glaciers and the area is fed by the Gangotri, one of the world’s
fastest receding glaciers, which sustains several unstable, moraine-laden glaciers in the
valley.
Tg1 3R TRRR € 3R I8 &= T § 9t gl &, S g & Ta deft & i gt
T TARRRT T A U §, 3R a1t H &3 IfRUR, WR-gad TARMERY &1 §91¢ 3@ g

e One of these glacier avalanches contributed to the disaster in Dharali.
T 9 Uo TARMR fREa 1 URTeR $1 3muer # angH faan

e This raises a pivotal and urgent question: what is the true value of these trees for this
region.

Tg TP WgedyUi 3R ATpIierd Uy SoldT 3: 39 & & (AU 37 Usl &I arafd® Jed &1 3|

e The Devdar (Deodar) forests are crucial ecological assets in the delicate Himalayan
landscape.
2aeR (feaieR) 97 Tg® feuradt ufvesa & srdd Agaygul nifRufa® wufmal g

o Their extensive root systems stabilise slopes, prevent landslides and serve as natural
barriers against avalanches and glacial debris flows, safeguarding downstream
communities.
Wﬁwmwﬁmmﬁaﬁ@r{m% DI APl § 3R ferge 9 fgarit
ST Ua18 & 9% WIpfad AaRie a7 faa &l & Tueral & &0 axdl ¢ |

e These forests are also essential for the water quality of the Ganga.
T I T B o TUTET & o ot S SmaRa S B |

e This is important as they are situated within the Bhagirathi Eco-Sensitive Zone, a nearly
4,000-square-kilometre buffer that was established in 2012 to protect the river’s last
prlstlne stretch.

Zufore Hea@yuf § ifes 3 urfiRedt st -Afkfed o9 & oficr fRud €, S 14 4,000 Tf

mmm% IR R 2012 7 71 F aifere T T F1 e ¥ Ry IR far
Tl

¢ The unique antimicrobial qualities of Devdar trees from terpenoids, essential oils, and
phenolic compounds found in the wood, bark and resin fundamentally influence river
ecology.
aaanq&h%?ﬁﬁrgmiﬂw S apS!, BTE 3R A H UIE S aTdl SRS e,
3TaTTH At AR R AT A 3ad 81a &, T TRFRIR $ qe =0 8 g
A g

¢ As leaf litter and organic material enter mountain streams, they inhibit harmful bacteria
while promoting beneficial microbial communities, resulting in a naturally regulated,
biologically active river system, especially in the upper reaches where industrial
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pollution remains limited.

o9 gl &1 FT iR Sfaw uerd yddia urrei & 1o #vd &, @) 3 giFeR® dadifar &t
APd § 3R AU Jesiia THeral &) deTar <d 7, orad warvifas wu 1 fFrifaq, Sfaw
U ¥ |fhg 78} @3 s9a1 3, ﬁﬁwmmﬁmsﬁ@ﬁwwﬁmm%
These forests also maintain cooler microclimates, regulate water temperature in

snowmelt-fed streams, and help sustain dissolved oxygen levels essential for aquatic
life.

Y 1 33 YeH-Taary 9 9 7, fenfraem-smenfya urreit & sra araw &1 fAafa sra
& 3R ol Sitast & forg snaxass gfera SifRiie TR & s T8 & Heg avd g
Deforestation would trigger warmer air and water, reduced oxygen, diminished
bacteriophage activity, and an irreversible shift in the river's ecological character.

gl B BT Y TRY 84T 3R UL, HH iTaiio, gt g5 daciiarbe afafafdr, ok 78 &
yrifRufae =y # suf¥ad-ia seara I gl

This is why the Supreme Court, in its judgment, discouraged the felling of precious
deodar trees in the area. _ ‘ ]
S HRUT GU B 7 30 fAofa & 59 &5 & Sl dagR gl 3t Fers &I galied (ol

However, recent proposals by forest departments suggest “translocating” these ancient
trees — an ecologically flawed notion.

gTafap, aﬂﬁwﬁéﬁmwsﬂﬁﬂq&haﬁ“m TR BT GG & § — Sl
e UIifRIfa® wu & Ffeyuf smuron §

Uprooting centuries-old Devdars is tantamount to cutting them down.

AT R 2R B STIEAT, I Blea S TAM B

Their complex, site-speCIflc ecological functions cannot be replicated elsewhere, and no
suitable alternative terrain exists.

I wifed, wia-fafkry wikfRufas s gt iR Gevre 781 < a@a, iR i Sugad
CLaRca qmmqﬁ%
Their preservation is not a matter of convenience but of environmental necessity.

IIhT TREUT JFAYT 1 a1, Sfeh TaiaRuiig sraxaedr o1 favg §1

A project built on falsehoods

Yo W TR T aiaierHT

The Char Dham Road Widening Project has been built on falsehoods.

AR UTH TSP ASIHUT UGS g8 TR SR §18 715 ¢

Its execution is a case study in how not to build in the Himalayas.

91 foharagH fearea & &a fmfor a8 s arfey s9@1 1o &4 w3t 5

This is evident in the bypassing of a comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment,
through project fragmentation, the adoption of an incorrect road-width standard contrary
to its own mandate, the destabilising practice of vertical hill-cutting on fragile slopes,
and the indiscriminate dumping of muck in vital water sources.

g A UGTaR0T YU THe & IR fIUTeT & J1e00 ¥ GRIGAR I, 304 g1
ST & AU TTad TsH-SIE UM R, AT® el W SHaeR UgTsl der ot
SRR HA arelt uT, 3R Heaquf orar el ® sienye aaar SR 3 Wy gidr g |

These are the consequences — along the nearly 700 kilometres of widened road, over 800
active landslide zones have emerged.

Y 39 RO § — HT 700 fRaiex TSt &1 T Iso & T1Y 800 & it Tfspa
UG &7 IR T

Key border routes have been closed for extended periods, and the govemment'’s touted
“all-weather road” is now derisively called an “all-paidal (all-pedal) road” by locals.

Tt urf @9 THg 9% 9 3@ §, 3R WBR gRT ARG “3d-deR s & R dn
e IR | «3ffer-ted (a-tsa) As” e} 8
To prevent such damage, the government needed only to regulate road width and prioritise
stability over excessive widening, as warned by experts.

T THUM B A & [ATE IRBR B HId TSP DI ISTS PI AURT T IR afird
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Yet the Union Minister’s recently proposed remedy, which is belated and inadequate — to
retrofit slopes with Swiss fibreglass bolts and wire mesh — comes eight years after
large-scale destabilisation.

fipx +ff drsitar w=ft R 87 & H TRaTfad SUT, S 4% | SR vt § — R prgaiar
Tiee 3R IR AV A T B! Yee TR — AP MTREHI F 311 I arg 3 3|

The fundamental failure lies not in the absence of reinforcement, but in the original
engineering decision to execute excessively steep hill cuts.

d fawedr ediavr 31 w3t § 751, sfcn Aafis TSt ugrdt de™ o3+ & gd
gﬁﬁﬁtrhﬂ foofa & FAfea g1
Cutting slopes at angles that violate the natural “angle of repose” of Himalayan geology
is a profound act of either ignorance or hubris.
T BV TR A Bl dleT il feaTed & WIPHfad “TTd 3HTh Nuer” &1 Ieca
TR §, SFTAT AT AEPR BT TR Fa
No amount of anchoring later can rectify this intrinsic flaw that was engineered into the
landscape from the outset.
a1g # foar mar 315 Y THfe 33 siafiiRa Qv &1 31w T8 R Tavar, o gwema | &t
ufvexg ¥ SefifaR o fear o)
The Union Government’s current developmental initiatives directly contradict a key policy
framework: the National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE).
% PR B qdHH fIPTaTHS Uedd U UHW HIfd o — P fearedt urkfRufast @
TReuT f=TT (NMSHE) — &1 9 fajty o=t g |
Approved in 2014 under the National Action Plan on Climate Change, the NMSHE was
established to protect the fragile Himalayan ecology.
SAarg uikad= ST TS & d8d 2014 F Widhd NMSHE &1 - fearerdt
D1 &M & fore It fobar T T
Its mandate includes monitoring glaciers and biodiversity, mitigating natural hazards
and securlng sustainable livelihoods for Himalayan communities.

o TARRRY 3R Ra fAfaear @t AR, arpfae Wl @1 2w, iR et
e & T wad ST R AT 2 |
It was designed to build scientific capacity and guide policymakers toward genuinely
sustainable development.

=0 Ayt & fAmfor ok ifafafarel @ arRafa® gdq faer™ &t fexn & Arfex= A
& fore fewmg= fosar mar |

The govemment, therefore, owes the nation a clear explanation on why its actions violate
its own flagship environmental policy.

3fd: TRPR <X $| Tg I B! WY AT <7 B! Bl § o 3T wrf Iqat sru=it v
giarur e &1 Ieea &l Fd ¢

When Devbhoomi (the land of the gods) is turned against the Devdaaru, which are
believed to be abodes of the deities, this is not development.

S qayfi (Gaarsii @ Yf¥) oI daare — R Sadrs T ard A1 o1l § — & (v @Sl
foan <iran B, < s faera =gl 51
It is a profound betrayal of traditional culture, ecology and scientific reason.
I8 TRUR® Wepfd, TRfRUfaa ok dgf=e faas & Iy ik fayrrama g

Better sense must prevail, and those who enable these prejudiced, mindless, and
disaster-prone projects must be held accountable.

Hegfa @1 gTdl 191 T1fRT, 3R U2 ueuret, sifadeyuf 3iv emuer-yaur uf¥atsrnai &t
HefH o3 1! P STaTae g 38T ST 1T |

The vulnerability of the Himalayas

fewra St =

The vulnerability of the Himalayan — one of the world’s most climate-sensitive landscapes
— is escalating.

fewTerm — S g & qad aiftre Srearg-ideTie ulvexal 3§ 9 Us € — &) ddgasiterar
qodl o & 8|
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The current snowless winters and raging forest fires in this area resonate with the
conclusion of a recent study, revealing that high-altitude areas have been warming 50%
faster than the global average since 1950.

qaq 9 Iga afdar ok 59 &7 § delt @ badt a1 T giferan siena=T & e § Ad
Gt &, o S T § 5 1950 & =SS arat &7 afye oftvra | 50% ifiw deft 1
THawRE

This accelerated warming means extreme weather events such as the Dharali disaster will
become increasingly frequent and severe.

T8 O Tfge g § 3 uRTelt smuer Skt sreaftres Wi g Hias & 3R et aR
YT fp MR i

If border security, connectivity and national interest are our true objectives, then disaster
resilience must take precedence over disaster-prone infrastructure.

fe AT YRam, Tudhar 3R 29 AR aRdfd I2=T 7, O SITUST-Jaur SauveT Bl
SO JTUGT Hg-=Merdl Bl Ul Rkl

This is not a matter of ideology; it is a scientific, ecological, and economic necessity.

78 faRyRT &1 fava 7181 §; U8 Ue ami-op, urikiRufae iR snfife srazaean |

The primary catalyst for disasters is unsafe land use: cutting into unstable slopes for wide
highways, drilling massive tunnels without adequate geological surveys, and constructing
large-scale hydropower projects.

3{TIET3T BT U HRUT SRIRTET YT ST §: 3IfRR garl & HIehs die! Tgd! ol fAafu,
Tt YAQT=h FA&IT & o fa=mer TR &1 GaTs, oIk 98 90M 3t Jafdgyd
gfatsTTS o1 F

These activities have been repeatedly flagged by the National Green Tribunal and other
bodies.
5 Tfafaferdl &1 It e siftrewur ofiv o Wwuah g1 SRR fafwa fvar mar 81
Crucially, the clearance of deodar forests removes the natural anchors that bind fragile
soils, d|rectly accelerating erosion and amplifying the risk of landslides and floods.

, TTGR T B PeTg 3 UIpfad ATURY Bl 8T it § o g WS &Y e
TGd 8 ﬁw@rmﬂﬁﬁm?aﬁ? WG g 91 BT SaW 9¢ Srar 2|
While this development provides the fuse, climate change acts as a powerful “risk
multiplier.”
e g fadr fRITRY &1 S0 oal 7, 981 Saary ufkad=T U =il <@ [Ors” & &
H S axar g
It intensifies the threat by creating erratic rainfall patterns, supercharging weather events
and accelerating glacial melt.
g5 ff~rafira aul te, srafie dta J genmg, sk doht & fRuee faema & Jrem ¥ Iw
B! 3R ggar gl
This leads to a dangerous “water peak phase” of increased run-off and catastrophic flash

floods, which, once the glaciers have fully retreated, inevitably gives way to a prolonged
phase of water scarcity and drought.

Y 9¢ U -3 3R AR} TR WS ara TR “od R TR 33 811 g,
%ﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ%@mdﬁsﬁ%m&ﬁaﬁwﬁwmwﬁvq@%aﬁwﬁww

These physical pressures are compounded by unsustainable human behaviours, including
unregulated tourism, unchecked vehicular traffic in fragile zones, and the absence of
carrying capacity assessments or functional solid waste management plans.

ERl STl B SRR AFE FaER 3R Fg1 < 7, o siferifaa wdlest, 79 a3t o
AETH 98 ATaTaTd, TT YTRUT &HT STha- 31 YHTA ST SUfRIY yaes aier-rsil o1
34T =M

These symptoms point to deeper, systemic governance failures: a persistent prioritisation
of short-term economic gains over long-term disaster resilience, and a chronic inability
to plan and implement genuine, science-based sustainable development policies.

3 TEI0T TES) YU = fawaarsit ot 3R Tavd I ¢ SrHPIfed el Ag-i=iierdr
@1 g § Sreuantierd Mff® Al o1 TR Wrfidsdr &1, 3R areafa®, fagm-snenfia
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The subcontinent’s foundation
I STYRTRTET

e This ground reality solidifies the axiom that “without the Himalayas, there is no India.”
g ST TS 39 Rigid & 3R Aoied &Rl 8 [ “fearea & foqr ura g 21

o The range is more than just a geographical entity; it is the very foundation of the
subcontinent’s existence.
Tg dqHTeT dhacl U HRTHT SHTS To! o; U5 SUHGTEIY & ST P TR 5|

e The Himalayas have shaped India into a fertile and habitable land, while also forging a
syncretic cultural identity as enduring and majestic as the mountains themselves.

fRHIT = URA &1 Uh IUSITS SR @+ A1 YfH SR &, 1Y &1 Tddl fora-T o SR iR
Yo [T Hitpfa® Tgar i 1l B

e The continuing sequence of disasters in the Himalayas is a non-negotiable lesson in earth
system science and a loud reminder that India exists because of the Himalaya.

fedTe & TR 9fcd 81 X8 STUeTd gt yomrelt faqieT &1 U smewar A fby oM aivg ure §
3R TH WIRGR WRUI § {5 URd 7 3if&Tea fRArag & SR 2|

Hanging Valleys: Valleys at a Higher Level

* A hanging valley is a smaller valley that joins a main valley from a higher elevation.
* This happens because:

the main glacier is bigger and stronger

it erodes the land more deeply

smaller glaciers cannot cut as deep

* When ice melts, the smaller valley is left “hanging” above the main valley.

» Water from hanging valleys often forms waterfalls.

« Example: Bridalveil Fall in Yosemite drops from a hanging valley.
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John Berger never stopped experimenting
with form and voice

In the centenary year of the great English art critic and writer; a look at a career spent insisting that changing our perspectives could change the

world; Berger’s influential books, including the acclaimed Ways of Seeing, are about history, people, and revealing the illusion of objectivity

Vasudevan Mukunth

here’s a way to see yourself in
B the world, and write about it,
without putting yourself at its

centre. To write about history

and place and people and in the course of
that make yourself visible. It’s an unselfish
but also beautiful way. The English art
critic and writer John Berger’s famous
book, Ways of Seeing — which he “made”
with Sven Blomberg, Chris Fox, Michael
Dibb, and Richard Hollis — taught me this.
(I'm obviously not such a good writer.)

Ways of Seeing dissects consumer
culture like a surgeon explaining each
incision as she makes it. Here’s the oil
painting that taught us to desire objects.
Here's the advertisement that inherited
this language. There’s a woman in this
frame because she is to be looked at (thus
exposing the male gaze). The product in
the catalogue exists to complete you.

However, Berger doesn’t pretend to
stand outside the book’s own frame, using
“we” to implicate himself in the looking.
When he writes “the way we see things is
affected by what we know or what we
believe”, the gaze is turned inwards, to
reveal the critic in his own
viewfinder. Ways of Seeing reveals the
visual machinery of persuasion by making
Berger’s own machinery visible. Each
chapter strips away more layers of
mystification, glamour, and, crucially, the
myths of genius to reveal beneath it all the
act of looking. It's Berger looking at
paintings, looking at women looking at

themselves being looked at.

Radical gesture

Consumer culture thrives on invisibility —
the advertisement wants you to forget it
was made, forget someone chose this
angle, this light, this juxtaposition — and
Berger reverses it. It’s a radical gesture for
admitting that critique has a body and a
location, much as the thing being
critiqued.

The influence of Ways of
Seeing extended far beyond art history to
reshape how critics in many disciplines
understood their own practice. The book
allowed generations of writers to abandon
the pretence of omniscient detachment.
His prose is itself accessible and as an
author he’s willing to question established
hierarchies of taste, features that together
democratised criticism by showing that
rigorous analysis doesn’t demand jargon
or ‘objectivity’.

This is why the book’s discourse can be
applied to almost any endeavour. (That
the title also recalls Raymond Williams’s
statement about the mass media helps:
“There are in fact no masses; there are
only ways of seeing people as masses.”)
For instance, the book was my gateway to
traditional notions of scientific objectivity
in science writing. The feminist scholar
Sandra Harding among others has argued
that scientists should openly acknowledge
how their values and perspectives shape
research, rather than claim their stance is
completely neutral. Donna Haraway’s
concept of ‘situated knowledges’ rejects

what she called the “god trick” of seeing
everything from nowhere, proposing
instead that knowledge comes from
specific, embodied positions.

Hidden frames

When we call something objective, we're
really saying we believe we’ve managed
rather than eliminated certain epistemic
risks arising due to human imperfections.
Observation changes what’s observed and
scientists pretending otherwise perform
the same mystification Berger saw in art
criticism: using authority to conceal. True
objectivity, the kind that emerges
regardless of who does the observing,
exists only in vanishingly rare
circumstances — when an observer’s
position, tools, assumptions, funding
sources, career anxieties, and cultural
moment genuinely don’t matter.

How often does that happen in
science? In medicine? In research on
human behaviour, climate, ecosystems,
and public health? The observer is always
there yet the frames remain hidden, and
to see them has been to become
impertinent.

Berger applied this particular
impertinence to the natural world in his
1980 essay ‘Why Look at Animals?’. He
argued that the way we view animals
today, especially in zoos, is a monument
to a relationship that capitalism has
destroyed. Just as the art critic must
acknowledge the gallery, the naturalist
must acknowledge the cage. Berger
observed that in the zoo the animal is

rendered marginal: it’s there to be seen
yet it can’t return the look. We drift from
cage to cage like consumers in a
department store, observing creatures
that have been, in his words, “immunised

to encounter™. It illustrates how a claim to

educational or scientific visibility can
actually serve to make the subject
invisible, reducing a living being to a
token of its species.

Spiritual orphan
Berger also used ‘impertinence’ later in
his life as the title and substance of an
essay in his last book, Confabulations
(2016). He wrote about being a spiritual
orphan as he learnt that hierarchies were
theatre and authority was costume. In
fact, “I propose a conspiracy of orphans,”
he wrote. “We exchange winks. We reject
hierarchies. All hierarchies. We take the
shit of the world for granted and we
exchange stories about how we
nevertheless get by. We are impertinent.”
1t’s the idea that honesty is the only kind
of objectivity that matters.
Confabulations was published in the
final year of Berger’s life and is proof that
he never stopped experimenting with
form and voice. The book meditates on
the artist’s responsibility to witness, with
luminous and precise prose that moves
effortlessly between the intimate and the
universal. Reading it feels like spending
time with a generous intelligence. And it’s
a fitting culmination to a career spent
insisting that changing how we see could
change the world.

John Berger never stopped experimenting with form and voice

S FoI? 4 F7 3R WR & J1Y TN HI1 B 781 BIST

e There’s a way to see yourself in the world, and write about it,

without putting yourself at its centre.

3 H W0 Bl 4E SR 39S SR H foReH &1 U aliept g, foT

W ®I ISP $g H G|

e To write about history and place and people and in the course

of that make yourself visible.

gfaeT, RIT 3R | & IR # g, 3R 30 ufehar & wd &

ot T=g F9H1

¢ It's an unselfish but also beautiful way.

T8 U Fr-ward dfe 9y &) Her a1 51

e The English art critic and writer John Berger’s famous book, Ways of Seeing — which he
“‘made” with Sven Blomberg, Chris Fox, Michael Dibb, and Richard Hollis — taught me

this.

3T Bl THerds 3R T Wi Fuik B URTs TKF Ways of Seeing, o 3511 &9
e, for wiew, nsed fas ok fad gieia & Iy “s-mar, 3 43 a8 Ram

e (I'm obviously not such a good writ%r.)
@ WY =Y J 3T 3T AP el § 1)

o Ways of Seeing dissects consumer culture like a surgeon explaining each incision as she

makes it.

Ways of Seeing SUMIET TIPHfA HT fAZAW0T TY FHal & S Dl I FRifreds s IR &t
Pd THI FHIA S|
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Here’s the oil painting that taught us to desire objects.

Ig 98 ad o ¢ o g0 awgsen 3t 3T a1 @

Here’s the advertisement that inherited this language.

Ig 9% fagru= & form 9y & favmad & feran

There’s a woman in this frame because she is to be looked at (thus exposing the male
gaze).

29 B o afgen § wifer 39 @ ST § (39 UHR T3 2P IR 81 7) |

The product in the catalogue exists to complete you.

FHean ¥ AN[g SdTg 3! guf 1 & e sifida § 8|

However, Berger doesn’t pretend to stand outside the book’s own frame, using “we” to
implicate himself in the looking.

gTcils, FoR YD & WH & d1eR Ws 8 BT Aled Tl Hd, dfeh “GH Weq BT IUTNT R W4
! 3@ B! ufsbar & A A B

When he writes “the way we see things is affected by what we know or what we believe”,
the gaze is turned inwards, to reveal the critic in his own viewfinder.

w19 3 forgd & o 5 =il 1 ford TRe % 8, 98 38 W MR 1 ¢ fob g T St €
T AFA S, N e 3R B 3R 43 ol § 3R Tflers 3 & sqwrgs? | fewrs Sar 3|
Ways of Seeing reveals the visual machinery of persuasion by making Berger's own
machinery visible.

Ways of Seeing TRUTT &1 £Xg HRIFRT &I I9FR T 8, ToR P 3T+ AN-R] P 229 FIHR |
Each chapter strips away more layers of mystification, glamour, and, crucially, the myths of
genius to reveal beneath it all the act of looking.

T R GG, THB-GHD, 3R I Hedqul UfaHT & fyet o1 wd gerdm g, arfd =
T 3@ & Ped DI IR fobT ST Feb |

It's Berger looking at paintings, looking at women looking at themselves being looked at.

gﬁ'aﬁk%ﬁﬁa‘fﬁé@@?ﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁaﬁaﬁé@@?vﬁmaﬁ%mﬁrﬁg&naﬁ?ﬁ
|

Radical gesture

HLR FHEY

Consumer culture thrives on invisibility — the advertisement wants you to forget it was
made, forget someone chose this angle, this light, this juxtaposition — and Berger reverses
it.

SUYTFIT TXPId SERTAT IR Hadl-Had! § — gm0 argar § o 31 Ja St i 9 s=man
2, [ fodt 7 og Wrer, T A=Y, 98 |fadwr g1 § — SR §ok 39 3de ¢d g

It's a radical gesture for admitting that critique has a body and a location, much as the
thing being critiqued.

TG TP DR BeH § I8 WHR BT [ SATaraT BT WY Tb TR iR R g1 2, Sl 3
RE S o I Y AT DI ST 8 B

The influence of Ways of Seeing extended far beyond art history to reshape how critics in
many disciplines understood their own practice.

Ways of Seeing &1 UHTd HdAT S8R I el 3T d el 3R B3 [Aual § SHTefrad! B U=t
T &1 GHSH & Rl DI ded el

The book allowed generations of writers to abandon the pretence of omniscient
detachment.

U QS A D! $I Uifieal o Tdq gt & fawrd & A &t 3rafd &l

His prose is itself accessible and as an author he’s willing to question established
hierarchies of taste, features that together democratised criticism by showing that rigorous
analysis doesn’t demand jargon or ‘objectivity’.

D! YT T8 G § 3R WP & U | d Wipd We-HHl R U4 3o & daR 8, o
ST HT ArBaATHRIT g3 3R g T i HaR fazeivur & fou wifea wrsgraett an
fRUgrar smawas 76 B

This is why the book’s discourse can be applied to almost any endeavour.

U HRU G &1 foar=f ugfa ey fandt off vy wR A @t S waddt B
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(That the title also recalls Raymond Williams’s statement about the mass media helps:
“There are in fact no masses; there are only ways of seeing people as masses.”)

e 1 S fAferav & SEaR AT1eHl R Y9 o1 T1E feamT T8 §: “aRdd # ol
SFIYE T8 81T, dhad Al B THHYE F EU A @A F Tb a8 1)

For instance, the book was my gateway to traditional notions of scientific objectivity in
science writing. )
IeTeR0T & fory, U8 qaes fag dwe o agnfee axgfAgdr &t uRuRe yRonsft a% ugaa &1
T gR &+

The feminist scholar Sandra Harding among others has argued that scientists should openly
acknowledge how their values and perspectives shape research, rather than claim their
stance is completely neutral.

TRYaTE} fagr dgT w1f$T wfed o A adh fan § o afe! ) U8 ot IR R WHHR &A1
AT b I Hed 3R TP 38U &I Y PR d 8, 1 b 78 a1 ) [ I7eb1 3@
7l TRE deRI B |

Donna Haraway’s concept of ‘situated knowledges’ rejects what she called the “god trick”
of seeing everything from nowhere, proposing instead that knowledge comes from specific,
embodied positions.

SHT ERE & TRIF 7 ST SAURIT S “SHYR-TTT DI SRABR IRl & o1H 99 S Hal o
TR T I, 3IR U SOl I8 Tanad SRl ¢ o 71 fafkg, aeita fRufaat 9 Saa giar gl

Hidden frames

St gu sy

When we call something objective, we’re really saying we believe we’ve managed rather
than eliminated certain epistemic risks arising due to human imperfections.
oId 59 fobelt =iiel &1 agi~g $8d §, dl IRAd H §H I8 H8 33 6l & [ gHA AIAIG Srqufaradi
I I $& AR N o) FHrd Tl afes FHaat ysfda fHar g
Observation changes what’s observed and scientists pretending otherwise perform the same
mystification Berger saw in art criticism: using authority to conceal.

T o7 T} o P 9&d ST 7 AR 39 fauRid fexamar 7 aret ayAe agt
TEEIDHIT B ¢ o Foik A ST ATAAT B ST AT, I fFum & forg sf¥resTR &1 3ua|

True objectivity, the kind that emerges regardless of who does the observing, exists only in

vanishingly rare circumstances — when an observer’s position, tools, assumptions,

funding sources, career anxieties, and cultural moment genuinely don’t matter.

! IEIIEAT, S I8 o fo1 SHRAl & b SfaeiipT I R Xe1 &, el S garH

ufRkfRuferal 7 € Tive gl 8, o wideres o fRufd, Suewur, urond, v wia, siaw

1 Riamd iR Wivpfa® g aaa § Tgadq 81 9 B

How often does that happen in science. In medicine. In research on human behaviour,

climate, ecosystems, and public health.

7g fage B fsat IR gian 8 | FRfee & | wee saaeR, Saarg, wifRufast @, sk
WA TR S H |

The observer is always there yet the frames remain hidden, and to see them has been to

become impertinent.

Tided THRM ANE 8idT &, R T 1 51 ¥ed €, 3R I <1 SUfRAF T SH1 T o1l 5|

Berger applied this particular impertinence to the natural world in his 1980 essay ‘Why

Look at Animals?’.

FoRk A 39 ORIy SfR1ar &1 urpfae gfrar W 3d= 1980 & fAaY ‘Why Look at Animals?’ &
or fan

He argued that the way we view animals today, especially in zoos, is a monumentto a
relationship that capitalism has destroyed.

I a3 fb 31T gH SITHaR] ! 59 R 3|d &, faviy w0 3 fRfgare:y # a5 39 gey
1 R ¢ o goltarg 3 7y o= fear |

Just as the art critic must acknowledge the gallery, the naturalist must acknowledge the
cage.
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SR TRE el 3l &) e B WHR BT AT, I RE Upfaard! &) ffer & WieRr
AT AT

o Berger observed that in the zoo the animal is rendered marginal: it's there to be seen yet it
can’t return the look.
FoR A 2 o FfEameR & SR 1 1R W S1a a1 ST 8, 98 3 & e g1 8 afde
ToR dieT g gavdT|

o We drift from cage to cage like consumers in a department store, observing creatures that
have been, in his words, “immunised to encounter”.
g1 feurdiic ©R & SuHiaal &) e T o A g fioR % Hedd 8, 3 Ui &
3 gu 1%, 3719 Wsal A, “garerd I uferféra o= fear m g1

e ltillustrates how a claim to educational or scientific visibility can actually serve to make the
subject invisible, reducing a living being to a token of its species.
Ig &Il & fos Qe a1 e e=xaar &1 e aRad B v &1 Sexg 1 96l 5, 3R Th
<fifaa uroft 1 Iue! yeifa & wedte & sga ST 5

Spiritual orphan
TP 3ATY

e Berger also used ‘impertinence’ later in his life as the title and substance of an essay in his
last book, Confabulations (2016).
FoR A 30 Sfiad & 3ifad auf § gruféA Weg &1 SYANT 30+ 3fdH T&® Confabulations
(2016) H Us fdy & e iR fawa & = & ot fan)

e He wrote about being a spiritual orphan as he learnt that hierarchies were theatre and
authority was costume.
32 eI 31U 81 & 3Hd & IR H foraT, STa 3= ST b USIIhH Hadl ATe® &
3R SIS TH A=YWT B

¢ Infact, “I propose a conspiracy of orphans,” he wrote. .
IRad H, Igi forar, & ST 3t U AT HT YRaTd HRATE I”

o “We exchange winks. We reject hierarchies. All hierarchies. We take the shit of the world

for granted and we exchange stories about how we nevertheless get by. We are
impertinent.”
“FH G TG 3 | §H USTIP A B SGIHR R 3 | 9 vargendl 311 g gfa o) sigeht &
WIS A € 3R 39 IR A HeI-ar Irgn #3d ¢ for fiR o 30 8 ToR-aR axd & | gH
AR E 1"

e |t's the idea that honesty is the only kind of objectivity that matters.

7% 3o ® fob SArer) € vear U awgfergar & ST A Tl 2|

¢ Confabulations was published in the final year of Berger’s life and is proof that he never

stopped experimenting with form and voice.

Confabulations FoR & g & Sifaw adf & yw1Rd g3 iR 78 yH1vr § fh I vt =u
3R TR & 1Y YN ST 8] BTl

e The book meditates on the artist’s responsibility to witness, with luminous and precise
prose that moves effortlessly between the intimate and the universal.

g [ A1eht g9 Ft FareR o1 ifeRt )R fid #xdl 8, T Swaa ok Idte urar &
S gt 3§ frelt 8iR ard Wi & o g g

¢ Reading it feels like spending time with a generous intelligence.
3 U Ue SeR gfg & 1Y THY fydm oI avrn ]

e And it's a fitting culmination to a career spent insisting that changing how we see could
change the world.

3R T8 IY HRW F! Iugad URUIfd 8, ST 39 3156 § oia i gv o R dma g 54
oo, 3T I 9ga TPar gl
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